OI 
mM E c * . — 
3 ⁵·Ü⸗:?:ů0ꝛů VÜd ; 
x 4 * e 8 7.4 ts, "NY 7 "A „„ 
* . . — * . 2 % ""_ q 


«SH 


" Moſes unveiled\ in the Face '0 f, Ch rift 5448 


* 4 
6 ws N : * 4 
, » 1 5 + . 
* « . - 
* * * 5 
* 4 ” Þ 


\ o * — 
1 — . * 
: ” I 


= 
* 
3 : * 5 BY * WY A »y 
* * * 4 A e - * £ 9 
. * . ? 9K 
4 Z ö N . 
" s . * 2 3 — A 
7 N 4 . 2 
; ; . 6 1 ; 53 * 
| 8 f 7 s l 5 | 
, * > 
5 f * ” 5 
- 3 
* 
v 
* 


Py F 
= 
A. IF ; p 


* 


PREACHED AT MONKWELL- STREET MEETING: 


$7 NE 3 3 


eee eee | } 
| MINISTER. OF THE GOSPEL __ | 5 


25 ff LI4M 1 HUNTINGTON, s. 8. — 


* 4 
45 =»; 
q * 7% . 4 
be Ln a y ! 7 : ; 4 - 
n j . * * - 4 5 * . : 
. * by * Lys / 
; * _ = - * 1 - 
mA * 2 - 4 o 
0 | * 5 I* * A * ts 4 1 # 
. * 4 - 4 * a 1 
— . * * 
a * * — — 9 
> 8 7 7 — 
F . 


For. I will give you a mouth and wiſdom, which all your adverfaries Qual no 
be able to gainſay nor reſiſt. Lex xxi. 1 5 


** 


g 4 1 
F : = - 
, . 6 N f 
4 2 - 
"A « 
* 4 . a * * ö 2 
L 1 3 * * 
G 4 5 hs 
* — 4 4% 1 vi c 
> al 
* z - "+ VY 
* . - ; 


” 
* 
* " 
1 n 
7 4 CY 


* 
. 
8 —- 
6 + 24” 
ee coi has 


a 


* 
FI 
8 , A 
= > 
* * > &.: Bon. ack 
— — 


* 


Printed at the Requeſt of thoſe who heard it. 


4 p 
3 | 7 


— 
* 


l 
2 U 


ne 


LONDON: 


PRINTED BY 7. Aer 


* 
* 
b » - 
*%s 


— 


* 800d at b Chapel on Nies and Wedneſday Evenings, and; at Monk- 
1 well-Street Meeting on Tueſday Evenings; by G. Terry, No. 54, Paternoſter- 
Now; J. Elvey, No. 93, and J. Baker, No. 226, Oxford-Street; R. Huntley, 
No 4, Duke · Street, Groſvenor- Square; and by A. Batten, ſen. Wellwyn, Herts. 


„ 


* " 
. - 
AY 
7 : N &* 4 $ * 
8 + . v4 
A 
_ +4 


— DEITY 2 


— I 


4 . 1 
7 
wt 


* — 
] 1 8 7 W 
ated. a 
* 


n 


5 


SER MON. 


AND NOT AS MOSES, WHICH PUT A VAIL OVER HIS. 


FACE, THAT THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL COULD 


NOT STEDFASTLY LOOK TO THE END OF THAT 


WHICH 1S ABOLISHED, A 
2 Con. iii. 13. 


| VI RSE the firſt—Do we begin again to commend 


# \ 


| ourſelves ? or need we, as ſome others, epiſtles of com- . 


mendation to you, or letters of commendation from you ? 


This is a throw at the falſe apoſtles, who, when they 
had by their evil inſinuation ingratiated themſelves 
into the affections of the ſimple and unwary, ob- 
tained letters of commendation from them, to re- 
commend themſelves to other churches, that they 
__ do more miſchief; for they had nothing elſe 
to recommend thein but their pride and their ſpeech, 


which Paul paid no regard to.— ] do not want to 


know the ſpeech of them that are puſſed up, but the 


| power, But of this they were deſtitute. They had 


4 
1 
* 


— 0 
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not the power of God manifeſte l i in them they had 


no power with God in prayer nor did they ever 
communicate, by their inſtrumentality, the power 


of Goc's grace and ſpirit to others. They were 


falſe apoſtles, and miniſters of Satan z and Paul is 
commended by che Lord himſelf for proving them 
ſo to be.—Thou haſt tried them which ſay they are 
apoſtles, and are not, and hajt foing them liars. 

Theſe diſciples of Moſes, who preached Chriſt out 
of envy, when they could not obtain letters of com- 
mendation from one church to another, would even 
dare to counterfeit letters in Paul's name; which 
induced him to ſign every epiſtle of his in future with 


his own hand writing, as a token that they were not 


ſpurious. be ſalutation of -me Poul with mine on 


Hand, which is the token in every epiſtle, Sc. ſo I write. 
| Yea, the apoſtle « cautions his tollowers againſt this 


damnable quackery. —See that ye be not troubled, 


neither by. word, nor by ſpirit „nor 'by letter, as from 


us, as that the day of Chrift i is at Band; for r we e have 


written no ſuch things unto you. 


But do we need theſe letters of i commenda gien 75 No; : 
thoſe, whom God lends, God will recommend, and 
make them manitclt | in the conſciences of all his 
people. It is not he who commends himſelf that is 
approved, but whom the Lord commends. Beſides, | 
if a miniſter be a good workman, . one that needs 


not to be aſhamed, his own work will recommend 
him; and the ſeals of his miniſtry will be forward _ 
enough to proclaim him 0 others; ; for 4 gift is as 
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4 precious fone in the eyes of bim that hath it, % 
tobirberſour it turneth it Profpereth ; yea, 4 man's 
gift fhal make room fer him, and bring him befere . 
great men: and, therefore, we need no letters of 
commendation from you, nor letters of commenda- 
tion to you. 1 * Hs 

Ze are our eviltle, written in our bearts, karte and 
read of ail men. We are the pens that the Spirit 
of God uſes to write his laws of faith, truth, love, 
and libexty on your minds; and we have heard a 
reaſon of your. hope, and of your experience that 
worketh hope; and it agrees with ours, and with 
the written word; and therefore we know, dearly 
beloved; .vour election of God; for. our word came 
not unto you in werd only, but in power, in the Holy 
Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance: and God has made 
you manifeſt in our hearts; you have a ſhare in our 
affections; and thus, as our epiſtle, you are written 
in our hearts: and, as your converſion to God is 
manifeſted i in our hearts, ſo all men may read you, 
in your external reformation—your turning from 
idols to the living God—your ſeparation from the 
world—your light and knowledge, ſhining in the + 
midſt of a crooked generatiog—your honeſt life and 
humble walk—your ſingularity and chaſte converſa- 
tion the perſecution you endure for Chriſt and 
. conſcience ſake—which are manifeſt to all, and may 
be read by all men. So that the very heathen _ 


fp Te God. baſe done great things fer you. | 
A3 Feoreſnucb 


1 
Path as ye are — #6 Be the 


the epitle of Chrift, miniſtered by us. What the Sa- 
viour himſelf taught in his miniſtry, he hath by his 
Spirit written upon your hearts; and, as the ſcrip- 


tures are a ſealed book, ſo hath he fealed you, upon 
your believing, with the holy ſpirit of promiſe; and 
you ſhall, by and by, as the Lord's ſecret treaſure, 
be carried by the angels into Abraham's boſom, as 
ſo many love letters and living epiſtles; and there 
be opened, and openly read and OT, BS: 
fore all the celeſtial inhabitants. 


Miniſtered by us. You are the workmanſhip of 


us labourers—the ſeals of our miſſion and commiſ- 


ſion— the trophies of our victory, as good ſoldiers 


of Chriſt—and the crop and fruit of us plowmen 
and vine-dreſſers—yea, the ſheaves of the harveſt 
in which we labour ; which thoſe that go forth weep- 


ing and bearing precious ſeed ſhall (at their return 


to God) bring with 'them, as their joy and crown 
bol rejoicing in that day. We ſhall preſent you to 

| Chriſt at the beginning of the thouſand years reign 
upon the new earth, and Chriſt will preſent you to 


his Father in ultimate glory at the cloſe of that pe- 


riod, when he delivers up, in full tale, all the ſub- 
jects of his kingdom to the Father. 


Written, not with ink, but with the Spirit of the 4 


living God; not in tables of one, but in fleſbly tables 


'of the'beart. The word of truth in the ſcriptures 
is written with ink, but the impreſſions on your j 


Hearts 1 1s with humbling * ; the * Was writ- 
| ten 


\ 


„ 


ten by holy men wk a pen, but your writing 13 
by God himſelf, with the finger of his Spirit; and 
not in tables of ſtone, as the moral law was, but on 
the ſoft and fleſhly tables of the heart; the ſtony 
heart being removed by a feeling ſenſe of the par- 
doning love of God and a believing view of Chriſt; 
which lead men to contrition, meekneſs, humilia- 
tion, godly ſorrow, and evangelical repentance; and 
make the impenitent, hard, and obdurate, heart ſoft, 
and ſuſceptible of every divine impreſſion. *® 

And ſuch truſt have we through Chriſt to Godtvard. 
We truſt that what we have here aſſerted of your 2 
happy ſtate, and of our ſucceſs among you, is true. 1 
And this diſcernment of men and things we ob- — - 
tain by Chriſt, from whom all our wiſdom, know- 
ledge, and at ernment, comes. — And it is 70 God. 
nard. The gzcknowledgment of our ſucceſs, and 
of our bleſſed ſtate, is to the honour of God; ſor 
J will not boaſt of any thing that God has nat 
wrought by me, to make the Gengles edit : 
ther by word or deed. - 

Not that ue are ſufficient of ourſelves to think any 

| thing as of ourſelves. We are not ſufficient to com- 

municate the Spirit, truth, or grace, of God to 
men; nor ſufficient to diſcern, read, think, or 

Judge, aright of a work of grace upon the hearts 
of men. 5 

But our Alien 4s of Cod. Our 1 7 know- 
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gift; and fois all ch Went chat bas attended pur 
At. 1 


„„ 
labours. And, as for our diſcernment into your 
hearts, and knowledge of the goodneſs of your 
” late, they are of God alſo; which. he gives us light 
to ſee, and knowledge to judge of, and a perſuaſion | 
in our own hearts that our judgment of you is true. 
Moreover, he told me to /peak boldly at Corinth, for. 
he had much people in that city. And it was by us 
that ye were called. God may uſe others, even 
men of one talent, graceleſs men, to caſt a little light 
upon his' word, and on your minds, and to furniſh 
his ſpiritual exchangers with ſome ſound expreſſions 
for prayer and converſation ; but he never uſes nor 
. honours theſe in converting ſouls to himſelf; for, f 
Je have ten thouſand inſtrultors, ye have not mary fa- 
thers ; I have begotten you through the goſpel ; . there- 
fore our ſufficiency is of God; 
+ Who hath made us able miniſters of the new ths 
ahn, not of the letter, but of the Spirit. The New 
Teſtament is the covenant of grace, which was 
made between GS Father and the Son. . ut, when 
. Chriſt had performed the conditions of it, and * 
became ſealed and ratified by his blood, and of force 
of by the death of the teſtator, it then became a teſta- 
- ment, valid, and of force; and no man may diſannul, 
| add thereunto, or make it void. It is of force to 
every heir of promiſe, Who may come and receive 
| + the legacies, that are therein appointed by the Fa a- 
* ther, and bequeathed by the Son, to bim. . 
i 5 An able miniſter of the new teftament i 1 one chat | 
55 has received the ſpirit of promiſe, one that has felt 
1 5 1 and 


* 


6 
and enjoyed the truths, bleſſings, and promiſes, of * 
the goſpel in his own heart, and fo tells to others 
bat God has done for bis foul, —He has the Spirit, 
-and is a miniſter of the Spirit—he 1 is a partaker of 
grace, and a good ſteward of it—he is pardoned, 
and preaches forgiveneſs—he i is juſtified, and preaches 
„ believes, and therefore ſpeaks— 
he is quickened, and holds forth the word of life — 
he is free, and preaches liberty to others —he has 
made his own calling and election ſure, and there- 
fore ſhuns not to declare the whole counſel of God. 
Chriſt 18 revealed in him; and he bears him and 
preaches him amongſt the Gentiles. He has felt 
the ſavour of his name as an ointment poured forth, 
and therefore is inſtrumental in making manifeſt the 
ſavour of his name in every place —he has ſalt in 
himſelf; and his words are ſeaſoned with ſalt, to ſea- 
ſon others he is illuminated, and lets his light 
ſhine before men—he is a candle'on the ſtick, and 
gives light to all that are in the houſe. Such an one, 
in the hands of Enie is an able miniſter of the 
new reſtament. | | | 85 
Net of the Bitter, which gives no life, no My 
no help- it brings nothing good to the ſinner, but 
calls for every thing at hip” hands—ir calls for love, , 
for righteoufneſs, for perfect and perpetual obe- 
dience ; but gives no grace, mercy, nor ſalvation. _ 
A miniſter of the letter is a man dead to God, a 
miſcarrying womb, and a dry breaſt to others—he 
1s an inftrument withcut life, giving uncertain ſound; 
— 25 185 | and 
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may furniſh the head, but not manure the heart 
he may nurſe pride, but never nouriſh the ſoul— 
he may lead to preſumption, but never can com- 
municate faith, being but a miniſter of the letter. 5 

For the letter killeth.— It threatens death temporal 


to every tranſgreſſor. The blaſphemer was ſtoned 


without the camp; the worſhippers of Baal-pear 
were killed on the ſpot; he that gathered ſticks on 
the ſabbath-day was killed at the command of God; 
the rebellious child, that diſhonoured his parents, 


vas to be ſtoned. It miniſters ſpiritual death, curſq— 


iog every tranſgreſſor who is under it, and already 
dead by it; and it miniſters eternal death to both 


body and ſoul. It condemns the foul to. eternal 
wrath, and the body to endleſs flames. 


But the Spirit giveth life. It quickens the dead 5 
© gives it life and feeling, and motion towards 


' God. It removes the ſting of death by the appli- 
cation of the atonem ent, and removes the ſentence of 


death by bringing in the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. It 
works faith in the heart, and preſents the Lord and 
giver of life to it, and ſo enables the ſoul to live * 
the faith of the Son of God. 

But, if the miniſtration 'of death written and en- 


4  graven in ſtones was glorious.— The law was given 


with much glorious majeſty. God came down upon 
mount Sinai; his chariots were twenty thouſand, 
eyen thouſands of angels; thunder, lightnings, 
ſmoke, and darkneſs, the ſound of a trumpet, and 
| | u 


* c | ( II ) | = l | 
the voice of words. God wrote the law with his 
own finger, and gave it to the angels; and Moſes 
received it by the diſpoſition of them. _ The medi- 
ator had a ray of glory on his face when 
vered it, to give a ſanction to it, and to put an ho- 
nour upon the office of Moſes: but, notwithſtand- 
ing all this majeſtic glory, it is the miniſtration of 
death; and the glory itſelf was terrible to Iſrael. 

So that the children of Jfael could not ftedfaftly le- 
hold the face of Moſes for the glory of his countenance, 
eobich glory was to be done away.—This laſt word 
glory is not in the original, but is ſupplied by the 
tranſlators. This 'glory the children of Iſrael could | 
not look to. The voice and terrible majeſty of God 
E brought them all in guilty before him, .ſo that they 
could not endure the light; and the vail of igno- 
rance was upon their hearts, that they could not ſee 
the meaning of it, and therefore darkneſs ſuited 
them beſt. And this is the cafe with every bond- 
child. to this day—he gropes at the old mount, 
amidſt blackneſs and darkneſs ; but bring him to 
Zion, the perfection of beauty, out of which God 
ſhines, and he ſhuns the rays and hates the light; 
nor will he come to it, left his deeds ſhould be re- 
proved; and this is his condemnation 3 and, as it 18 
now, ſo it will be in the laſt day —be will call to 
the rocks and mountains to hide him fiom the face 
of Him that ſits upon the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb; and, as he cannot endure the 
ko he thall be driven to outer darkneſs, to the 

generation 
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generation of his fathers, and ſhall never ſee 
light. If all this glory attended the miniſtration of 


death, | . 
_ How , 5 all not ihe ri of the Spirit be ra 


ther glorious ? The law reveals the holineſs and 


| juſtice of God, and his wrath and indignation at all 


ſin: but the goſpel reveals Ind promiſes the Holy 
Ghoſt to every ſoul that believes ; who is the God 
of glory, and makes the faints' bodies his own tem- 
ple; who reveals the Father's eternal love, grace, 


mercy, and good-will of purpoſe and of promiſe ; 


who ſhines with a glorious light, works a glorious 
work of grace, is an earneſt of future glory, and a 
pledge of 1 It, an and will at laſt put the ſoul in full poſ- 


ſeſſion of it. 
For, if the miniſtration of condemnation be glory. = 


II a diſpenſation— that brings in the whole world 
guilty before God; which makes the offence of 
Adam abound, and all fin become exceeding ſinful; 


that curſes, condemns, and aſſigns men over to fu- 
ture judgment, there to have the ſentence Pn and 


eternally executed - be glory, 


Much more doth the miniſtration of righteouſne 5 ar- 


ſl in glory. For the goſpel reveals the righteoul- 
neſs of God fully ſatisfied by the propitiatory ſacrifice 


of Chriſt; and the perfect obedience of the Son 
of God is clearly revealed in the goſpel, and imput- 


ed by God himſelf to the juſtification of all that be- : 
"ain who likewiſe promiſes grace and ſtrength to help 


Every time of need, that we may be thoroughly fur- 
. niſhed 


— 


8 CP 
niſhed for every good work. As much as theincors' 
ruptible ſeed, the word of God, exceeds the letter 
—as eternal life exceeds eternal death as much as a 
bleſſing exceeds a curſe—and as righteouſneſSexce 
condemnation—ſo much the everlaſting goſpel ex- 
ceeds the moral law, engraven on tables of ſtone. - 
For even that which' was: made \plorious ad no 
glory in this reſpect, by reaſon of the glory that excel-. 
Jeth. — The law was but a m0z-light at beſt ; which, 
rules over the night, and over the children of the night 
and of darkneſs, who have the old vail upon their 
heart, and are of the works of the law, under it, and 
under the curſe of it. But, like the moon, there is 
no heat to warm the heart in it, nor does it cauſe 
any genuine fruitfulneſs in the barren ſoil that is un- 
der it.— Bitter cluſters of error, wild grapes of ſin, 
and dead works, are all the fruits that can be found 
in bond- children; and you may as well expect 
grapes from thorns, and figs from thiſtles, as to looks 
for any other from Ges hearts, unrene ved by 
grace. But the goſpel reveals God in all his glory 
and majeſty; and Chriſt, the ſun of righteouſneſs}: 


wich all his reviving glorious light and heat, who» 


turns the deſert into a fruitful field, and the barren 
heart into a ſpringing well: it brings life and im- 
mortality to light, and ſhews the way of life and 
whe path of peace. As ſoon as the brams of light 
dart into the fianer's heart, and the glory of God 
riſes upon him, this is the ſun that ſhall never g 
down, 12 make the path of 18 Jo ſhine more and 


more, 
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(14 ) 
more, even to perfect day: and the child of I ght, 
however eclipſed, however obſcure, hid, or un- 
known in this world, will at laſt ſhine forth as the 
ſun in the glory of his Father's kingdom for ever 
and ever, when he comes to enjoy the inheritance 
with the ſaints in light. This is the glory that ex- 
celleth; the law had no glory in this reſpect, for 
it neither an wo nor gives, any of theſe 
For, ir that which was done away Was RY „much 
more that which remaineth is glorious. Paul here repeats 
his aſſertion, that the law is done away.—The old 
covenant gives way to the new; the will of precept 
gives way to the will of purpoſe and of promiſe, 
which brings glory to God in the higheſt, on earth 
peace, and good-will towards men. The new co- 
- venant is not according to tac old—it is not a kil- 
ling command and a curfing ſentence ; but is at- 
tended with the Spirit of God, who writes his laws 
of faith, truth, and liberty, in the ſinner's mind; 
takes the ſtony heart away, and gives an heart of 
fleſh; pardons iniquity and remembers ſins no more; 


dleanſes the ſinner from all his filthineſs and from 


all his idols, and brings him to lothe himſelf under 
the ſoul- melting flames of everlaſting love. And 
this miniſtry ſhall ever remain, though the other is 
waxed old and vaniſhed away becauſe of the weak-_ 
neſs and unprofitableneſs of it; for it made nothing f 
perfect; but the bringing in of a better hope did, by 
which we draw nigh eve God; for Chriſt 1 is not a 

fatto 


prieſt after che law 1 a carnal cookie] which 

miniſters nothing but wrath and death to carnal men. 

For, though the law be ſpiritual, becauſe it miniſters 

WW fpiritual and eternal death to the ſpirits andTouls of 

men, yet its whole miniſtration is to carnal men; 

WW for it is not made for the righteous, but for the law- 

W 1c and diſobedient. But Chriſt is a prieſt after the 

power of an endleſs life, who lives in his office for 

ever, and has, by his one offering, perfected for 

| | ever all them that are ſanctified in the purpoſe of 

= God, and that he ſhould give eternal life to all the” 

W choſen race. 

Sͤeeing then that we have As W Chriſt 

is formed in our hearts the hope of glory that we 

are brought to the God of hope —are happy par- 
takers of the Spirit, and intruſted with the miniſtry 
of the Spirit of liſe and of een in nn 
we hope — ; ö 

We uſe great plainneſs of N We do not i muz- 

zle the truth, nor cover the force or blunt the edge 
of it—we do not corrupt the word, nor fruſtrate 
the grace of God, by walking in craſtineſs, ant 
handling the word of God deceitfully— we are not * 
afraid that the truth of God and his ſovereign grace 
will lead people into licentiouſneſs - nor do we ſhun 

to declare the whole counſel of God, for fear of 

loſing our good name and reputation. They call 

me an heretic, and my doctrine bergy; but, aſten 

the way which they call hereſy, ſo worſhip I these 

p 3 | 


| ( 16 ) . 
God of my fathers. They charge me with bing. 
« Let us ſin that grace may abound ;” whoſe dam-. 
nation is juſt. They call my preaching fooliſhneſs * 
but it pleaſes God to ſave all that believe in it: and 
call my goſpel a lie; but i it is plain that the truth 
of God abounds through. my. lie unto, his glory; for. 
his word runs, his grace is communicated, and God 
is glorified, in every foul that FRYE, it. W. hile 
theſe my tracucers do no gooc', communicate no, 
power, nor win gne foul to Chriſt, they deceive. 
themſclves, and others too; and are nothing but, 
falſe apoſtles, deceitful workers, and miniſters of 
Satan; who creep into houſes, and lead captive, ſilly 
women laden with divers fins, ever, learning and 
never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
Female followers ſuit them beſt — the weaker veſſel 
is the ſooneſt deceived, They are always in love, 
and cannot allure but only through the luſt of the 
- fleſh and much wantonneſs. But we dare not com- 
pare ourſelves with theſe. We are not of the num 
ber of preachers which men heap to themſelves, 
Who ſcratch itching ears and turn them from the 
truth to fables; nor a ſet of vain janglers, who de- 
ſire to be teachers of the law, knowing neither, 
what they ſay nor whereof, they affirm : but we are 
miniſters ot God, not of men, no r by. men, nor did, 
we learn our goſpel of men, nor were we taught it 
but by the revelation of Chriſt. God revealed his, 
n in us, that ve, Gould bear bim and preach, him 
3 een 


* * - 
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among the Gentiles; and we are determined to know. 

nothing among you fave Jeſus Chriſt, and him cru- 
cified; for he is the wiſdom of God, and the power 
of God. Knowing, therefore, of whom we learn- 


| 3 ed theſe things, and in whom we have believed; 


and ſeeing the ſucceſs that attends our labours, and 
how you are all partakers of our grace; and ſeeing 
how you ſhine as lights in the world, who have re- 
ceived the truth by us; we have made full proof of 
= the miniſtry, and by a manifeſtation of it have ap- 
= pealed to your conſciences in the ſight of God, and 
= have ſcen the power and bleſſed effects of it upon 
you; and, therefore, without mincing the matter, 

and without fearing an ill name from man, we uſe 
great plainneſs of ſpeech. 


And not as N. ofes, who put a vail over his face, 
that the children of Tfrael could not ftedfaftly took to the 
end of that which is abol iſhed 2 


In handling theſe words, I will, 


1. Treat of the office of Moſes. 

2. Of the glory of his face. 

3. Of the vail upon itt 1 

4. Of the end which Iſrael could not * | 
5 (and iy). Of the abolition of the law. 


| Firſt. Moſes was one of the children of Iſrael, 
of the ſtock of Abraham and tribe of N a bro 
„ -- 5 ther 
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cher to the reſt of the tribes; fleſh of aid fleſh, 
and bone of their bone; and, as ſuch, was a type of 
that plant of renown, that Iſraelite indeed in whoſe 
mouth was no guile, who was the brother born for 


bone. 
Secondly. He was faiſed up, ati commiſ- 


ſioned, and fent, by God himſelf, to deliver the 
children of Iſrael from Pharaoh, that river dragon, 
and from their cruel taſk-maſters. He delivered 
their necks from the yoke of bondage, their ſouls 
from the iron furnace, and their fingers from the 
pots. In all which he was a figure of the better 
Deliverer, who delivers us from that old dragon the 
devil, from the tyranny of oppreſſors and of reign-- 
ing fins, the galling yoke of our tranſgreſſions, the 
yoke of legal bondage, from the furnace of divine 
wrath, and our fingers from the potſherds of the 
earth. He executed judgment upon Egypt, ſhewed 
the goodneſs and ſeverity of God at the Red Sea, 
led them through the wilderneſs, and never left 
them until he brought them in fight of the pro- 
miſed land. In all which he was a type of Chriſt, 
but carne ſhort of him in every thing. Chriſt came 
for judgment into this world, that they who ſee not 
might ſee, and that fee might be made blind. 
He executed vengeance on the Jewiſh nation, for 
their rejection of him and cruelty to his church. 
He ſhews his goodneſs to all that 1 and his 
* to all that hate . leads * 155 


adverſity— made fleſh of our fleſh, and bone of our. 


CY 3 : 

through the wilderneſs of this world, and brings 
them into the promiſed land, which is very far off: 
Moſes had a miraculous rod, with which he ſmote 
the waters and turned them into blood, by which he 
divided the ſea, and under which Iſrael prevailed 
and Amalek was defeated : a faint emblem this of 

me Saviour's ſceptre, with which he ſinites the eartli 

and flays the wicked; by the ſway of which tigh- 

WW teoiws ſceptre he doth in righteouſneſs judge and make 
war; and by the ſame rod of his ſtrength, ſent out 
of Zion, he rules in the midſt of Jeruſalem; and 
under which we ate enabled to overcome the world, | 
the fleſh, and the devil. Moreover, 

Moſes was inveſted with the high office of medi- 
ator. He found grace in the ſight of the Lord; 
was indulged with acceſs to him, and communion 
with him; he was God's mouth to the people, and 
the people's mouth to God; and was allowed to 
ſtand in the gap when the anger of the Almighty 

| waxed hot againſt the rebels. In all which he re- 
preſented the better Mediator of the better covenant; 
who found grace in the eyes of the Lord for all his 
members; who engaged his heart to draw near to 
God, and appears in his preſence for us ; by whom 
in theſe laſt days the Father hath ſpoken to us, and 
who in his interceſſion ſpeaks to God for us; who, 
as our daysman, has laid his hand upon both, | 
broken down the middle wall of partition, made 
peace by the blood of his croſs, and ſtands in the 


gap for ever, to receive gifts for men, yea for the — 1 
„ | B 2 | 8 rebellious # "WF 
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( 20 ) 
rebellious alſo, that the Lord God may dwell 
amongſt them. Furthermore, 

Moſes was a prophet. He foretold a Meſſiah to 
come, an | that all the ſaints ſhould be in his hand; 
that they ſhould all fit down at his feet, and be taught 
of him; and the vengeance that ſhould fall on the 
rejectors of him. He pointed out the word of faith 
and imputed righteouſneſs by him, which is witneſſ- 
ed both by the law and the prophets; ſhewed the 
vanity of all human righteouſneſs, and foretold the 
calamities of thoſe that ſhould lightly eſteem this 
Rock of ſalvation. In all which Chriſt is a prophet 


like unto him, who has foretold the ſalvation of the IM 


Gentiles and the reſtoration of the Jews; the righ- 
teoulnels, life, peace, reſt, and happineſs, that all 
ſhould enjoy who receive him; and the deſtruction 


of the Jewiſh nation for rejecting him; the deſola- 


tion of all that are incenſed againſt him, and the 
dreadful damnation of all that hear and deſpiſe his 


everlaſting goſpel. Again, | 
Moſes was king in Jeſhurun, when the hack of 


the tribes were gathered together. And in this he 
was a figure of the King of righteouſneſs and King 


of peace, who is ſet upon the holy hill of Zion; 


and of whoſe increaſe, government, and kingdom, 

there ſhall be no end. This leads me to my ſecond 
general head, which is to treat of 

The glory of Moſes face. The Lo, having ap- 


peared on the mount in thick darkneſs, and ſpoken 


to them in the ſecret place of thunder, and ordered 


\ 
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hounds to be ſet all round the mount, that none 
might break through to gaze, left the following ways 
open. One was by having a name on the breaſt- 
plate of the high-prieſt, who was to approach through 


W the vail to the mercy-ſeat; and the other was by 


= Moſes as the mediator. All theſe now centre in 
one, who is the Mediator of the new covenant, the 
apoſtle and high-prieſt of our profeſſion, and the 
only throne of grace, propitiation, and mercy-ſeat. 
There was a glory between the cherubims; Urim 
and Thummim in the breaſt-plate of judgment; 
and the glory of God on the face of Moſes. But 
now he that dwelt between the cherubims has ſtirred 
up his ſtrength and come among us; light and per- 
fection are found in the Holy one; and the glory of 
God is only to be ſeen in the face of Jeſus. Here 
we are to look that we may be enlightened, for every 
good and perfect gift comes down from the Father of 
light by and through Jeſus Chriſt. If our language be, 
Shew us the Father, and it ſufficeth us; the anſwer 
is, Have I been ſo long with you, and haſt thou not 
ſeen me, Philip? To Jeſus we muſt look for the 
expreſs image of his perfon, and the brightneſs of 
his glory; and here we ſhall ſee him at once, for ſo 
N written; God, coho cauſed the light to ſhine out 
of darkneſs, hath fhined into our hearts, 10 give us 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of od in the 
Face of Feſus Chriſt. This is the light of the Lord's 
countenance, which lay hid in Iſrael's bleſſing ; The 
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Lord Bleſs thee, and aſl thee; the Lord lift up the 
light of his countenance upon thee, and be gracious untq 
thee ; and the Lord give thee peace. — The lifting up + 
the light of the Lord's countenance brings favour 
and life; and the light and love that are reflected by 
it ſhew us the conſecrated way through the vail, 
and ſweetly attract the ſoul to God, until the heart 
is ſo inflamed, and our nearneſs ſo great, that he 
that loveth dwelleth in God, and God dwelleth in him: 
and here we look as through a mirror, till we are 
changed into the ſame image, from glory to glory, 
And this was ſhewed to the three witneſſes on mount 
Tabor, when Moſes the mediator, and Elijah the 
prophet, appeared in glory, both to reſign their 
offices to the only prophet of his church, and to the 
only mediator of the better teſtament. At which 
time the Lord Jeſus appeared in his proper luſtre, 
and through the vail of his fleſh let his natural rays 
of infinite divinity, glory and majeſty, ſhine forth : 
at which time Moſes and Elyah reſigned their of- 
fices; and in the glorious viſion withdrew, and ap- 
peared no more to let the witneſſes ſee that the 
borrowed rays on Moſes' face are no where to be 
ſeen but in the face of the Son of God, who is the 
fountain of glory, light, life, and love, | 
Again. The light of glory on the face of Moſes 
was to men the original of the law, to give a 
ſanction to it, and to put an honour on the office of 
Moſes; that the law was given by the God of 
glory, and was to be received as ſuch, being attend- 


x 
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ed with the glory of God on the face of the medi- 
ator of it, who brought it to them. But then all 
this was to lead the people to another Mediator, to 
2 brighter glory, and another diſpenſation, which 

was to be written on the fleſhly tables of ſinners 
8 0 and to be attended with the glory of God 
= by the coming of the Holy Ghoſt: the original of 
== which is from God, the fountain of all grace: and 
a which brings life and immortality to light in the 
= ſinner's ſoul, that the ever-bleſſed Mediator may be 
= glorified; for God will have the Son honoured even 
as himſelf is honoured by all that believe, and will 
diſplay the riches of his grace in glory by Jaſus Chriſt 
for this very end and purpoſe, that all who are 
= ſaved and glorified may aſcribe their ſalvation equally | 
to God and the Lamb for ever and ever. 
| | And, laſtly, This glory on the face of Moſes, in 
the ultimate end of its ſignification, was to ſhew, not 
only the glorious viſion of faith in this militant ſtate, 
but the glorious views of the Saviour in the world 
to come; when we ſhall ſee as we are ſeen, and know 
as we are known ; awake in his likeneſs, and be for 
ever fatisfied there with. — This is the myſtery of 
Moſes' rays. I come now, 


m 


Thirdly, To the vail upon his face. This vail 
ſheweth, that the law then given was a vail, or 
covering, over the covenant of grace, which God 
made with Abraham; and that this covenant lay hid 
under it ; that Moſes himſelf, and his law on tables 

| hz B 4 -. 
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of ſtone, were fraddling bands over the law of faith; 
which ever was and ever will be written on the fleſh- 
ly tables of the heart of God's elect when called by 


grace; and this vail was a covering over the better 


M ediator, «who food behind this wall, and ſhewed 
himſelf through this lattice ; and that the better cove- 
nant was hid under the law, and only here and there 
peeped out in an unconditional promiſe, here a little 
and there a little, in ſuch paſſages as theſe ; The 
Lord will circumciſe thy heart, and the bare of thy 
ſeed, that thou mayeſt ] love the Lord with all thine 
heart, that thou mayeſt live.“ © He ſhall raiſe you 
_upa prophet like unto me; him ſhall ye hear.“ 
« He is thy life, and the length of thy days. He 
is the rock, and his work is perfect.“ © Say not, 
who ſhall aſcend into Heaven, or deſcend.” © That 
(fays Paul) is the word of faith that we preach, 6 
* The word is nigh thee,” VC. ce Shewing mercy 
unto thouſands of them that love me, and keep my 


commandments.” cc Pardoning iniquity, tranſgreſ- 


ſion, and fin; and will not clear the guilty” that 
is, not with ſatisfaction by a ſurety. All theſe, with 
all the ſhadows of the ceremonial law, were fo ma- 

ny branches of the everlaſting goſpel, which ſhone 


through the vail of that dark diſpenſation, and which | 


Iſrael could not ſee; but took the law as their rule 
of righteouſneſs, by which they thought to obtain 
eternal life, when it only promiſed' life in the land 


of Canaan. They ſought righteoufneſs by the works 


of i it, and never attained to it; ; but ſtumbled at the 


Rock 
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Rock of ages. They called themſclves Moſes! dif 
ciples, who accuſes them to the Father for rejecting 
the prophet he foretold ſhould come; threatening 
them with deſtruction if they refuſed to obey his 
voice: hence, being dead, he yet ſpeaketh in his 
teſtimony againſt them; but they clave to their ac- 
cuſer, and curſed and killed the only Advocate, who 
ſhewed himſelf to their fathers behind the ſkirt of 
Moſes, and whoſe glorious goſpel lay couched under 
his killing letter, This was the deluſion of poor 
Paul; be thought the Jaw was ordained to life ; but, 
when the commandment came, he found it to be unto 
death. And thus their table (of the law) became a ſnare 
unto them, and that which ſhould have been for their 
welfare (properly viewed) became a trap; the way 
that ſeemed right unto them became, in the end, 
the ways of death; © for the way of God is above 
to the wiſe, that he may depart from hell beneath.” 
The wiſe and learned ſcribe, and the ſelf-righteous 

' Phariſee, who thought themſelves, and no others, | | 
at the portals of heaven, were diſplaced by the | | | 

publicans and harlots; and they themſelves were - 


left to add fin to fin, by not entering heaven them- 
ſelves, and by hindering others who were going; | 
and thus became the deceivers of the ſons of men, 
the murderers of the Son of God, and the awful 
heirs of the greater damnation. 1 
And the church of God at the prefent day ſwarms 
with ſuch as theſe ; who have no holine!s but a 
ſheep's ſkin, an outward ſhew in the fleſh, a volun- 
| = ay 
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tary hy natural meekneſs, and the art of 
moving the paſſions of poor ſinners, in order to 
counterfeit the operations of the Holy Ghoſt. And 
thus they who ſit under them are deceived by the 
art of oratory, by having their feelings affected, 

their blood moved, and their natural and corrupt af. 
fections ſtirred up by an audible voice, a hollow 
ſpeech, whining art, and crocodile tears; when ſuch 
are conſcious to themſelves that they are deſtitute of 
grace, and in a ſtate of enmity to God; that they 
aim at nothing but a livelihood, and that the work 
of the pulpit. is the hardeſt labour they grapple 
through. Being deſtitute of the well of living wa- 
ter, the whole of their matter is preſſed from their 
library, committed to a treacherous memory, and 
brought forth: as empty huſks from the external 
ſurface of the letter, without any light into the 
matter, or life in the means, unctuous experience 
ol it, or faith in it: it is the work of a blind watch- 
man, who ſpeaks a viſion out of his own heart, and 
not out of the mouth of the Lord; having ſeen 
nothing, and known nothing, but what he knows 
| naturally. 

Secondly. This ml was to ſhew the Ifraelites 
that Chriſt, the light of God's Iſrael, and the co- 
eternal beam with God the Father, was then ſhining 
in the face of Moſes, to lead their minds to the fin- 
ner's only and everlaſting friend; and that aſter that 
8 glery and that divine ray they ſhould ſeek, howeyer 
it might be ou or wrapped up— whether by the 


I a | law 


— 7 23 Ty 23 9 IE Jo tb og LAT I — > 2 ne . 22 1 ; 
— . 8 — n r . : 2 * 
SO Sooo A Wat, i OO A NO ENT Ie OTST TO vr Evrnr ST 3 : 
: 22 8 3 DD ts Wag 
2 5 7.8 e W * — > 


1 5 5 16( 7 
law then given, or the cloud that went before the 
camp, or by the napkin that was before Moſes' face, 
or by the vail which parted the holy place from the 
ſanctum ſanctorum, or by the lid of the ark; all theſe 
being types of the humanity of Chriſt. © The way into 


the holy of holies is now conſecrated through the vail 


of his fleſh,” and within that vail dwells all the ful- 
neſs of the godbead bodily ; and through which vail, 
on mount Tabor, in the ſight of Moſes, Elijah, 
Peter, James, and John, the light ſhone, to the 
aſtoniſhment of every witneſs : which viſion was to 
be publiſhed to the world after his reſurrection from 
the dead; and for the which teſtimony I have ob- 
tained the name of © a lar, a deceiver, an antinomian, 
« A dangerous man, a diſturber of the churches, a om 
« of diſcord, and a ſmiter of my fellow-ſervants.” —» 

But my work i is with my God; nor do I call one 
preacher in five hundred my fellow-ſervant in the 


kingdom and patience of Chriſt, unleſs acquainted 


with the power of Chriſt, in which his kingdom 


ſtands; .with that righteouſneſs, peace, and joy, of 
which it conſiſts; and of the patience of Chriſt, which 


is 2 grace of his, exerciſed rowards him, in his cauſe, 
and in the defence of his truth. All other patience, | 
however tried or exerciſed, i is nothing but a being buf- 
feted for their faults, and reproved for running unſent 
of God; for vitiating the minds of the people againſt 
the truth, for miſſeading the blind, and for corrupt- 


ing the covenant of life and Peace, * was with 


Levi. 
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Levi. However, all who are real labourers in the | 
Lord's vineyard—all that preach Chriſt crucified in 
fincerity and truth—fuch preachers, and only ſuch, 
have my beſt wiſhes and hearty prayers, But I 
have no call to ſound my own trumpet ; God will 
bring this forth at the great day, when every heart 
will be open, every deſire known, and every real 
petition in faith fully anſwered, 

Secondly. This vail was to lead Iſrael to the in- 
carnation of Chriſt, or to the long predicted and 
promiſed ſeed, in human nature (as hath been al- 
ready hinred). Moſes, with this vail on his face, was 
to point them to the glerious mediator Chriſt Jeſus, 
and to the fulneſs of grace and truth that was to 
ſhine forth in him; as they have recorded who faw 
his glory and ſpake of him. And this was ſhewn 
with a witneſs when they pierced his ſide on the croſs; 
at which inſtant the vail of the temple was rent in 
twain from the top to the bottoin, as a proof that 
the ſhadow was then vaniſhed, and that the real ſub- 
ſtance was then come; that he who dwelt between 
the cherubims was gone out through the vail ; that 
he had quitted his holy habitation, broke up houſe- 
keeping, and left his houſe deſolate; Chriſt now 
becoming the true tabernacle which God pitched and 
not man, called by the prophet Ezekiel a ſanctuary. 
And the heathen ſhall know that I the Lord do 
ſanctify Iſrael, when my ſanctuary ſhall be in the 
midſt of them for evermore.” Into which all the 

* . ele 
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elect are to be gathered, in the unity of the faith 


as to their Covenant Head and God of all grace 


and providence, who is to ſhelter all fowls of ear 


FT 
wing. 


But, thirdly, This vail was to convince Iſrael of 
their native guilt, enmity, and blindneſs of mind. 
Of their ouilt—They could not ſee. the light. Of 
enmity They could not endure that which was 
ſpoken.” Of blindneſs—< They could not ſee 
to the end of that which 1s aboliſhed.” Hence to 
this day, when the old teſtament is read without the 
light of Chriſt, the vail of the law is all that is ſeen; 
and there is another vail upon their hearts, which is 
called © a covering caſt over all nations.” The 
God of this world ſtill blinds the minds of them 
which believe not, leſt the glor ous light of the 
5 | goſpel ſhould ſhine unto them, and they ſhould 
= bc ſaved. And which covering can only be deſtroy- 
ed by the anointing, that is, by the eye ſalve, or 
unction of the Holy Ghoſt, who teacheth us all 
things, and is no lie; and by turning the heart to 
the Lord Jeſus : when this is done, “ the vail ſhall 
be taken away ;” that is, when the heart of the 
ſinner ſhall be turned to the Lord ; then he ſhall ſee 
Moſes' borrowed rays in Chriſt Jeſus ; the ſervant's 
glory in the Son's face; yea, the glory of God in 
the face of Jeſus, and the law fulfilled and: — | 
in the everlaſting rofdel. 5 

Fourthly. This vail was to ſhew them that the 
way into heaven by a better Mediator was then hid, 
and 
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and not made manifeſt: for the Holy Ghoſt, by 
Moſes and by this vail, by the tabernacle and the 
vail of that, this ſignified—that the way into the 
holieſt of all was not made manifeſt, while that 
worldly ſanctuary, and the miniſtry of it, were then 
ſtanding. But now the law is magnified, the better 
Mediator hath appeared, the better covenant is re- 
vealed, the way of life caſt up, the door of hope 

opened; and free, full, and eternal, falvation by 
grace proclaimed to every ſelf-loſt, ſelf-condemned, 
and ſelf-deſpairing ſinner, whether Jew or Gentile. 

Fifthly. This vail was to ſhew the ſuperior pri- 
vileges of the children of Iſrael to all the reſt of the 
world. They had a vail to look through, but the 
Gentiles had none ; the law encompaſſed them as a 
partition wall, ( For you only,” ſays God, © have 
I known of all the families of the earth“) while 
the poor Gentiles were in utter darkneſs, left to 
their own ways, given up to a reprobate mind, 
< aliens from the commonwealth of Iſrael, ſtrangers 
from the covenant of promiſe, without God, and 
having no hope in the world.” Which partition wall, 
vail of ſeparation, and obſcure covering, was to be 
removed when Chriſt came and the Holy Ghoſt was 
poured forth; then the holy waters of the ſanctuary, 
which came under the threſhold, from the fountain 
of the Father's love, went forth, overflowing all the 
banks of ſeparation, and ran into the ſea of the 
Gentile world; cauſing all to live that touched them, 
a = ** trees of righteouſneſs on n each fide of 
| the 


„„ 
the banks, both of Jews and Gentiles; couſingy 
ſome, inſtrumentally, to be for meat, and others for 


nadicine. This vail is now done away, and of twain 
"8 15 ; . 8. 
= Chriſt hath made one new man; there 1s one fold and 


x | one ſhepherd, © though Abraham be 1 ignorant of us, 
and Iſrael acknowledge us not.“ N 
3 | Sixthly. This vail pointed to the remains of dark- 
W neſs that wou!d remain in the beſt of men; that 
W none would know but in part, and propheſy in 
part; that they would ſee only through a glaſs dark 
y; and that mortality and her ſhrouds would be a 


I | heavy veil upon the hearts of the brighteſt ſaints 
and fervants of the Lord, who would at times grope 


xc the blind at noon day: but that the time would 
come when this ſackcloth, in which we now pro- 
phbeſy, would be put off; when mortality would be 
4 ſwallowed up of life; when he who only hath immor- 
# | tality would appear, and burſt the vail of corruption 
and of the grave alſo, and raiſe the ſleeping duſt of 
me ſaints to a ſtate of immortality, glory, power, and 


eternal felicity! Thus much for the vail of Moſes ; 


1 which leads me to the fourth general head, which is 
to ſhew the end that Iſrael could not look to: N 
= They could not fiedfaſtly look to the end of that which 
„ aboliſhed. —The end of which is the Lord Jeſus 
W Chriſt, perfonated by Moſes ; who was to be born 
of the children of Iſrael; made of a woman, made 
1 under the law ; and who, as the ſinner's ſurety, was 
W co diſcharge their infinite debts, and reftore that bo- 
nour to Fw law which he toek not away, And this is 
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numbered with the tranſgreſſors, make my grave 


| & 38. 3 

publiſhed by the Lord himſelf in the proclamation 
of his ever bleſſed and ever adorable name, © The 
Lord, the Lord God, gracious and merciful, flow, 
to anger, abundant in goodneſs and truth, par- 
doning iniquity, tranſgreſſions, and fin, and who 
will not clear the guilty,” or at all acquit the wicked, 
nor hold him guiltleſs that takes his name in vain.” 

All which was to ſhew the need of a ſurety; and the 
certainty of one; that God never could clear the 
guilty without ſatisfaction, nor hold any guiltleſs | 
without an atonement; nor ſhew mercy to any, 


much leſs to thouſands, without a perfect obedience 


to the law which was then given. And this ſurety. 


Moſes then perſonated, his high office he then bore, 


of him he propheſied, and of his righteouſneſs he 
witneſſed ; who was to be ſent into the world, 
and ſhould be a prophet like unto Moſes, be cir- 
cumciſed, and ſo become a debtor, in the debtor's 
law place, to keep. the whole law, and thereby ful- | 
fil all righteouſneſs ; who, by holineſs, 14 love, and 


in life, never deviated from one tittle of it; but 


could appeal to God his Father for the perfection 
of his obedience; © Father, I have finiſhed the 
work which thou gaveſt me to do ;” I have obeyed 
thy law perfectly; have magnified it, and made it 
honourable ; and now I come to thee, holy Father, 
by the ſacrifice of myſelf, in which I will endure _ 


the curſe, appeaſe thy wrath, ſatisfy Juſtice, make 


an atonement for ſins; and ſo, as 4 ſurety, be 


with 


* 


G 
, | that ſleep: by which 1 ſhall dethrone Satan, deſtroy 


W inheritance. 


Father ſays he ſball magnify the law, which is the 
1 ral law; and then he was to publiſh his own 
4 law, which is the law of faith. The es ſhall wait 
7 his law, which was to be ſealed among his diſci- 
= ples. He kept his Father's commandments, and: 
| abode in his love; and we are to keep Chriſt's com- 


cervant, whom the Father upheld; and, as ſuch, 


mandment is made known 10 us for obedience to the 
db. Rom. i. 5. 

= The moral law is a chaſtening rod in the hand 
of God the Father, which he uſes upon all the elect 
children that he has given to Chriſt, who are all of 
1 them tranſgreſſors of his law, being by nature under it, 
and children of wrath even as others; and guilty be- 
fore him: hence it is, F His children forſale my law, 
aud wall nit in my judgments ; if they break my a- 


OY, with 


Lich the wicked and with the rich in my death, and 
ariſe to an immortal life, as the firſt fruits of all 


; 3 death, be the plague of the grave, and bring life 
and immorcality to light in the ſouls of my purchaſed | 


It is needful to make a difference 80 the law 


5 | of God, which was given by Moſes, and he lat of 
3 trutb, which came by Jeſus Chriſt. Mal. ii. 6. The 


mandments, and abide in his love. Chriſt was a 


obeyed the legal precepts; and the life-giving com- 


; tutes, and keep not my commandments ; then will I viſit 
heir travſgrelſ ions with the rod, and their miquities 0 


*. 
4 


c 3 1 bk 
dub ſiripes. Nevertheleſs, my loving kindngſs will Z b: 
A wot make void from him, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs 1 | 9 
| lie. Pſ. Ixxxix. 30, 31, 32. All the elect have al 
broken this law therefore God ſends the com- 
mandment home, and reveals his wiath in the foul 
till che ſinner becomes dead, and left without either Wl 
hope or help; the Father then leads the foul to i 
Chriſt, in whom he has choſen him, where loving. a 
+ KindneG is to be had, and where faithfulneſs is not 
to fail. 
bas Ged chaſtens the fe upon by bed with 
| pains, and the multitude of bis bones with ſtreng pain: 
bas bis life abhorreth bread, and bis foul dainty 
meat; his fe is conſumed, that it cannot be feen ; 
and bis bones, that were not ſeen, ſtick out. Yea, his 
I foul draweth near unto the grave, and his life unto the” 
deftrovers. If there be a meſſenger with him, an in- 
. pug one among a thouſand, to ſhew unto man his 
uprightneſs ; then be is gratious unto bim, and /aitb,, i 
Dibour him from going down to the pit, I have found | | 1 
* a rauſom.. Job xxxitic This is God! the facher's i 
___ - teaching. —4% inter preter is one that has paſſed un- 
* der it, underſtands it, and can explain it to others; 3 
a theſe are like Solomon's faithful men. One i 
—_— among a thouſand; he is to ſhew the uprightneſs of 
God in correcting the ſinner for his folly, and then 
to point him to Chriſt, the ranſom which God has 
provided, where he can be gracious unto him, and 
dchiver him from going down into the pit. | 
* 5 
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When! Moſes paſſed under this diſcipline he ex 
| pected nothing but deſtruction, till Chriſt was exhi- 


| bited to his faith, and God called him to the f How- 


| ſhip of him. —Thou turneſt man to deftrutticn ; and 
est, Return, ye children of men. Pl. xc. 3 

Thoſe, who never knew any thing of 5 ſeverity 
of God, never rightly knew any thing of his good- 
neſs, God gave Iſrael the law firſt, and then order- 
ed a mercy-ſeat to be made. He diſciplined them 


= . wich blackneſs and darkneſs, ſtorm and tempeſt, 
and ſpoke to them in the ſecret place of thunder; 


and after that pointed them to Chriſt by a ſacrifice, 


and to the voice of mercy from off the mercy-ſeat ; 


| and he does the ſame now Lite as I pleaded with 


| your fathers in the wilderneſs of the land of Egypt, /o 


will I Plead Twith you, faith the Lord God. And I 
will cat uſe you to paſs under the rod, and I 4vill bring 
| you into the bond of the covenant. Ezek. xx. 36, 37. 


z 4 God's pleading againſt the ſinner in the law, is to 
1 teach him the need of an advocate; paſſing under 
9 the rod, is feeling the terrors of the law; and going 
into the bond of the covenant, is the enjoyment of 


God' s eternal love in Chriſt Jeſus, which neither 
life nor death ſhall ever teparate us from. 
David, under this ſevere diſcipline, ſunk into be 


horrible git and intq the miry clay ; and would have 


funk into the bottomle ſs pit to all eternity, if God 
had not led him to Chriſt, which he calls the reck 
higher than 1, where God put a new ſong in his 


mouth, fined his heart, and eſtabliſhed his goings. 
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The generality of converts in our days eſcape all 
this teaching of the Father; they get married co the 


ſecond huſband before the firſt is dead; they tell us 


they were drawn by love, they dwell on high, their 
Place of defence is the munitions of rocks, they ſee the 


King in bis beauty, and the land which is very far off. 
Iſa. xxxiii. 16, 17. But God fays, thine heart 


ſhall meditate terror. Iſa. xxxiii. 18. Such con- 


verts begin in the Spirit, and end in the fleſh ; they 


are not God's bleſſed ones. For, Bleſſed is the man 
whom thou chaſtengſt, O Lord, and teacheſt him out of YU 


thy law, that thou mayeſt give him reſt from the days 
of adverſity, till the pit be digged up for the wicked. 


Pf. xciv. 12, 13. And why is the man bleſſed that is 


thus chaſtened with terrors, and taught to know the 


terrible majeſty of God and his own fin and con- 


demnation out of the law ? becauſe, to ſuch a weary 
and heavy laden ſinner, God gives his ſoul reſt by 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus till the pit be digged up for the 
wicked. Here he quits his yoke and his burden, 
and in Chriſt finds reſt, an eaſier yoke, and a lighter 
burden. Under his teaching David had fainted, un- 
leſs faith had been wrought in his heart; [had _ 
ed, unleſs I had believed. 

This chaſtening of the Father is called our Jude 
ment—I/hen <we are chaſtened wwe are judged of the 
Lord, that wwe might not be condemned with the world. 
We are judged by the law, and condemned to death; 
then led to Chriſt, to believe in him for righteouſ- 
0; and ſo Pl. from 2 to * and never more 
5 come 


3 
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bone into condemnation. And dus our judgment W 
me law drives us from -it, and from the wrath to 
come, revealed in it, to embrace the refuge ſet be- 
: 3 fore us, which is Chriſt ; where we find life for the 
= dcad, and righteouſneſs for the ungodly; and thus, 
4 as David ſays, Judgment ſhall return unto righteouſ= 


me 905 and all the ak ght in heart ym _ it, Pf. 


A 
3 4 
3 1 
* 
; xciv. 15. — 
F 


But it may be . does God appear ſo 


Terrible in bis law ? Becauſe every ſinner has broken 
i, and is curſed by it; and becauſe God does not 
4 appear in Chriſt in this diſpenſation, but out of 
Y Chriſt as incarnate, and (as Paul ſays) 2 conſum- 
4 ing fre: and he that drives the ſaint to this law, 
WE drives him into the fire, where Chriſt profits him 
nothing. 7. he law, in the hand of God, is our ſchool- 
= mfr until Chriſt is revealed; but, when faith in 
him comes, wwe are no longer under the [choolmaſter. © 
3 And to this agrees the Saviour; Every one that hath" 

0 5 learned of the Father cometh unto me, and him tbas 


cometh I will in nowiſe caſt out. And his counſel to 


b ſuch is, Aide in me—for the reaſons above men- 
= tioned, | 


Let us now ſee what poor n learn "oy this 


teaching. Job learnt the need of a ſurety. He 
knew God would not, could not, hold him inno- 


cent, becauſe he poſſeſſed the iniquities of his youth. 


He ſaid God had ſealed up his tranſgreſſions in a 
bag and that God was fo juſt and wiſe, that in 


Saha Judgmeng | 


638) 


judgment he could not anſwer him one word | in a 
thouſand ; and therefore begs him to put him in a 
ſurety, and to lead him ta his ſeat, where he might 
be delivered for ever from bis judge. 

David, under this teaching, turned his feet to 
Cod 5 teſtimonies ; ; he made haſte, and delayed not, to 
keep the commandments ; but found that no. fleſh could 
be juſtified this way, and therefore prayed God not 
to enter into judgment with him, in the great day, 
3 . - alk the footing of the law: and entreated Chiiſt to 
? be ſurety for his ſervant for good. Here David 
learned the extent of the killing commandment}. 
and, when he found: Chriſt, he found, the end that 
the law aimed at.—I have ſeen an end of all perfec- 
tion; but thy commandment is exceeding broad. And, 
| bei ing -pardoned and Juſtified by | faich i in the ſurety, 
and in his righteouſneſs, and fo delivered from legal 
bondage, and upheld by a free ſpirit, he pronounces 
the bleſſedneſs of ſuch a man. B Nd bs he " 
whoſe tranſereſſi ons are for gi ven, and whoſe A 1 1s co- 'B 'F 
wered : and Mleſſed is the man to whom the Lord im- | E 
 puteth not miquity, and in whoſe ſpirit is 10 guil⸗ 
3 Thus the pſalmiſt learnt to ſing both of mercy and 
= of judgment ; ; and Paul learnt the terrors of the 
i] Lord in the law, and his eternal love in Chriſt. 
Hence j it appears that the moral Jaw, 18 found i in the 
band of God. the F athef; but the Ferigeure never 
ſays | it is in the hand of Chriſt, as too many alſert; 
for 1 have already proved that it is no part of 
hk ſceptre, which comes, not from Sinai, but 
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out of Zion. But miniſters, and their converts, in 


our days, have found out quite another way, and an 


eafier method, of ſalvation; for this is, in their 
eſteem, the rant of an antinomian : however, 1 
know it is God's way, and the good old way. 

Thus Chriſt is the end of the law for righteouf- 
neſs—the end that the law looked to for a perfect 
obedience; the end which the Father looked unto 


to have it magnified; the end that juſtice looked to 


for ſatisfaction; and the end that every ſelf- con- 


= dcmned ſinner muſt look to for righteouſneſß if 


ever he be ſaved. Chriſt has obeyed the law per- 


=_ fy, and by the obtdience of that one ſball many be - 
_ 24: rigbteous. He has appeaſed the wrath of God, 


and opened a way for his love to be ſbed abroad in 


bur bearts by the Haly Ghoft given unto us; he gives 


us his holy Spirit to make us holy, and reaches us 
by his grace to love one another: by which four 
things the righteouſneſs of the law' is fulfilled in us, 


RH F 20ho walk not after the fleſh but after the Spirit. And 
9 thus the law was our ſchoolmaſfter until Chriſt came 

to us; but, after he is come, we are nb longer under 
2 ſchoolmaſter, but are redeemed from the law, that 


being dead wherein we were held, that wwe ſhould ſerve 


in newneſs of the Spirit, and not in the olaneſt of the 


tetter. Yea, we are divorced from the law as a bar- 


ren huſband, that can produce no fruit or fruitful- 
neſs in us, that we ſhould be married to another, 
W to A chat is raiſed from the dead, (which 
| C 7 , Motes ' 


. 


N (0 
Moſes is not) that we ſhould bring forth fruit unto 
God: and therefore are not adultereſſes in the ſight 
of God, though we quit the law of Moſes, and be 
married to another; ſeeing that the firſt huſband 
made us barren, and the ſecond makes us fruitful - 

who marries the widow, raiſes up the name of the 

dead upon the inheritance, and does ſo worthily in 

Ephratah, and is ſo famous in Bethlehem - who has 

raiſed up aneverlaſting name, which ſhall not be cut 

off who is ſuch a father of the fatherleſs, and ſuch 

a huſband to the widow, in his holy habitation, as 

to make them forget the ſhame of their barrenneſs 

in the days of their youth, and remember the re- 
proach of their widowhood no more; for He is 


our Maker who is our huſband ; the Lord of heſfts-is 4 


bis name, the God of the whole earth ſhall he be Called® + 


Ph bis is he who is eyes to the blind, and feet to the 1 


lame; who plucks the ſpoil out of the jaws of the 
oppreſſor, and ntakes the widow's heart to ſing for 
joy. And, as he is the fulfilling end of the moral 
law, to which juſtice looked for ſatisfaction, to which 
the law looked for honour; ſo he is the end to which 
we muſt look for wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, 
and redemption, and for grace to perform every righ- 
teous act, if ever we would follow after righteouſneſs, 


or be found in one that will ſtand us in any ſtead in the - 


great day; for we are all taught and led to look for 

| #be hope of righteouſneſs which is by faith. And thus 
this righteouſneſs appea 
of Chriſt to the law; which God accepts, which is 
| pute 


rs to be the perfect obedience 


(4 
imputed by God himſelf to all that believe; and 
therefore it is God that juſtifies. This obedience 
of Chriſt is brought to us, and applied by the Spirit 
of our God, and therefore we are ſaid to be juſti- 
fied in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of +: 
our God. It is received and put on by faith; there- 
fore we are ſaid to be juſtified by faith: and the ſoul 
that has got it makes an honeſt confeſſion of his loſt 
eſtate, and of the free, juſtifying grace of God to 
him; on which account he is ſaid to be juſtiſed in 
his ſayings, and clear when he is judged. And this 

_ righteouſneſs juſtifies him before God; for, if Ara- 
bam were juſtified by works, he hath whereof to glory, 
q "But not before God: and this righteouſneſs, or juſtifi- 
cation, before God is attended with a ſincerity of 
heart, a humble. walk, a tender conſcience, and an 

honeſt life—in which ſenſe, (and before men) 5 
works a man is juſtified, and not by faith any; as 
Abraham was by offering up his ſon, which was done 
after the juſtification of his perſon ; as Rahab was by 
receiving the ſpies in peace, and ſending them out 
another way; and as every righteous man is, by letting 
his light of knowledge ſhine before men, and by let- 
ting others ſee his good works, his works of faith, 
his labours of love, and his patience of hope, in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And I think treating the 
ſubject in this manner is doing the work of an evan- 
geliſt, and making full proof of the miniſtry: it is 
fighting the good fight of faith, giving a certain 

{ound by the goſpel trumpet, and running the Chrif- 

| - tian 
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Han race with certainty; without yea and bay, wick 


abolition of the law; which will probably procure 


4). 


out, Lo here” and © Lo there,” without vais 
angling, without beating the air, without pro and 


con, without a mixture of Hebrew and Aſhdod, 


without daubing with untempered mortar, without 
building again that which I deſtroyed, without be- 


ginning in the fleſh and ending in the Spirit, and 


without ifs and buts and < I truſt,” &c.—which 
leave all at an uncertainty ; when the effect of righ- 
teouſneſs in our days is to be peace and aſſurance 
ever, and quietneſs and confidence is to be our 


22 = 


ſtrength. 


I come now, in the laſt place, to treat of the 


and ſecure me all the malice and envy that devils + 


can infuſe or men ferment, and perhaps as many 


vilifying letters, and pence for poſtage, as I have 


, hairs upon my head: but my good name is gone 


without any open ſcandal, and thoſe that have watch- 
£d for my halting are not as yet come to their ban 
quet; they have coined a phraſe of their own, have 
made me an offender for not acknowledging that 
word, and have lain in wait for me when reproving 


in the gate. They that have combined againſt me, 
in defence of the law, have called themſelves an 


evangelical affeciation ; others, in the poſit ſſion of ro 
2vives, have publicly reproached me as an antinomian 
for ſeven years together, an] contend d for the law 
as their only rule; fo ttiog the ſeventh command- 
ment, * — Au. and che criterion of a 

biſbop, | 


* 
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biſhop, which is to be the Baan of one 22701 
others, who have traduced me worſe than a devil, 
have blamed me for a bad ſpirit; others, in TH 
guage too bad for Billingſgate, call upon me for 
charity — theſe can ſee a mote through a beam of 
timber ; and ſome, who have ſhut me out of their 
pulpits, have contended for a rule that tells them 70 
do as they would be dune by; and thus J have ten 
thouſand inſtructors, bur not one earthly father. 
Some tell us that all the angels in heaven are under 
the moral law, forgetting that God's voice in the las 
is to the Jens of men, not to angels; and that the law 
of angels. is not the will of precept, which is the will 
of the maſter to the earthly ſervant; for angels (as 
well as goſpel miniſters) are evangelical, and not bond, 
ſervants ; are elected and confirmed in their ſtanding 
in Chriſt Jeſus; have the ſame rule as God's ſons 
have; and, according to C hriſt's words, it is the good N 
will of the Father, and not the will of the ſlave's 
maſter, which is the rule of angels Our Father, 
which art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done in earth as it is in 
beaven. Hence it appears to be the geod will of 
the Father's purpoſe, who elected them in Chriſt 
eſus, which i is the Jaw of the elect angels, called 
the will of God done in heaven by angels, who are 
confirmed in Chriſt ; of whom Moſes never was 
the head, nor the lawgiver—but Chriſt, who is 


che head of all principalities and powers; and intq 
Phat 


. 
whoſe glorious goſpel the angels deſire to look, and 
to whom, even now—unto the principalities and pow- 
ers in heavenly places—is known, by the church, (not 
by the law,) the manifold wiſdom of God. | 
I know Moſes hath in every city them that preach 
bim; who cry up the ſervant in order to exalt them- 
ſelves, that they may have ſome room for boaſting, 
But God tells us that Moſes his ſervant 1s dead, and 


that the haughty ſhall be humbled, and the Lord of 


Hoſts only ſhall be exalted in goſpel days. And it 
is well known that @ miniſter of the letter can do no- 


thing, nor cut any figure, but in the letter of the 


law ; for, as a thorn goeth up into the band of a drunł- 
ard, fo is a parable in the mouth of fools ; for he is ſo 
galled in his conſcience while he is about it, that he 
apprars only as a brier and a thorn, who is nigh un- 
do curſing in the eyes of every experienced ſoul that 
hears him ; and, like Abraham's ram in the thicket, 
he can never get out of the entanglement either 


with truth or honour, becauſe he is nothing but an 


impoſtor; and both God and conſcience rebuke him 
for taking the covenant in his mouth. 

Some tell us that © if the law is done away to the 
believer, the believer can never die, death being 
tee ſentence of the law.” In one ſenſe this is true, 
for be that believes ſhall never die. But I think they 
have forgotten that Chriſt to this end died, roſe again, 
and rerived—ibat he wii g be the Lord both of the 
: dead ard 7 living; and that no ſaint liveth to 


e 
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| himſelf, or dieth to himſelf; but, whether he live 
or die, he is the Lord's. Death, as the ſentence 
of the law, is a penal evil; but death in Chriſt 
is a new covenant gift. Al things are yours, whether 
| life or death, To the ſinner it is a curſed end, to 
the believer a bleſſed one —ihe finer, being an hun- 
dred years old, fhall be accurſed; but Bleſſed are the 
| dead that die in the Lord. Death, armed with guilt 
and the curſe of the law, is he Ring of terrors ; but, 
_ difarmed of its ſting, 4 ſhadow, Death to the ſin- 
ner is the beginning of judgment, but to the, believer 
the end of his faith. Job longed for it, Jacob 
waited for it, and Simeon prayed for it; and no 
wonder, for precious in the fight of the Lord is the 
death of his ſaints. Beſides, Chriſt is the grand ex- 
ample, pattern, and forerunner, and the firſt fruits, 
of them that ſlept ; and it is needful that his follows 


ers ſhould follow their Head, and be conformable 


unto his death. He was the firſt to whom the path 
of life was ſhewn: for, though the widow's ſon, 
by Elijah; another, by Eliſha ; Lazarus, and many 
more, by Chriſt ; were raiſed from the dead; yet it 
was only to a mortal life—they died again; and, 
though Enoch and Elijah went to heaven without 
taſting death, yet they never went from the tomb; 
Chriſt was the firſt that ever trod the way to an im- 
mortal life from the grave hn haſt made known 
to me the way of life, &c. Furthermore, believers 
are to be planted together in the likeneſs of Chriſt's 
| death, and in thelikeneſs of bis reſurrection. If one died 
| for 
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fer all, then dere all dead when he died, and with wy 
dead body [pail they arife. Inſtead of b-hevers never 
dying, it is plain they die - twice, and ſome have 
died daily. Their firſt death is by the application 
of the law's ſentence, when the law comes with 
power, when fin revives and the ſinner dies; and 
their firſt reſurrection is under the operation of the 
Spirit of God:—and there is a dying again. But 
we ſhould make a diſtinction between dying in 
faith, and dying in fin; between dying in the fleſn, 
and in the Lord; between the fleſh reſting in hope, 
and periſhing in its own corruption ; and between 
falling aſleep tn Jeſus, and gaing down to the rav 5 
with a lie in the right hand. 

. Others tell us, that © the law is ; the * cove- 
pant of grace; which is as full of ſenſe, and as 
pregnant with meaning, as to talk of black ſow, or 
white charcoal ; for it amounts to this—that God's 
free grace is the juſt wages of the ſinner's dead 
works ; which wages, or reward, if it be of grace, 
is no more of works ; but, if of works, then it is 
no more of grace: one muſt give way to make 
room for the other; either works muſt be no more 
works, or grace mult be no more grace. But we 
know that God gave it to Abraham, and his feed, 9 
promiſe 
Others, who are more ined, tell us that hs 
is ſaid in this chapter to be done away and aloliſbed 
is the glory of Moſes' face: but this glory was 
done away long before Chriſt came. We do not 
f 1 read 
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ad of his face ſhining, but only at the giving of 
the law, or while God abode upon the mount ; for 
we can hardly think that Moſes walked for eight 
and thirty years with a napkin on his face: and, 
could this be proved, we know that the rays of his 
face muſt be done away at death, The face of 
Moſes had been buried in the country of Moab 
many hundred years before Chriſt came in the fleſh: 
nor can we ſuppoſe that the Redeemer's errand into 
this world was only to wipe off the rays from the face 
of Moſes. This is not the end ſpoken of in my 
text, to which the children of Iſrael could not ſted- 
faſtly look. Chriſt is not called the end of Moſes" 
face, but the end of the law; the magnifying, the 
honour giving, the perfectly obeying, the punctally 
fulfilling, the doing away, and the aboliſhing end of 
the moral law for righteouſucſs to every ane that le- 
lieveth— and to none elſe; for ſuch, and only ſuch, 
are juftified freely from all things: and, if they are 
not juſtified from the galling yoke of the moral 
precept, which is “ Do, and hve;” (which pre- 
cept never was altered by Chriſt, nor ſhall be;) if 
they are till under the law as their rule of life, they 
are under the curſe ; for a precept without a ſen- 
tence is no law ; therefore, if this is the caſe, they 
are not juſtified from all things, nor from the worſt 
thing, nor from any thing; for there is no ſeparat- 
ing the precept of the law from the ſentence: 
Chriſt never did this, and I know he never will. 
He came not to divide the law, nor to alter the 
7 1 . 3 
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law; there is not a hint of this in all the bible. He 
fulfilled every preeept of it in behalf of his own elect ; 


which obedience ' God accepted, and to every be 
hever he imputes it: but to the reprobate the law 


zs ſtill, in the hand of God the Father, what it 
ever was —a covenant of works. God re ckons 
the reward of ſuch to be of debt. It is a dreadful 
rod in the hand of God, even to his own children, 
when he lays it on; and this Paul found when his 
ſin revived and he died: and he would have died 
for ever if Chriſt had not appeared; but it pleaſed 
God to reveal his ſon in him. And, if it is a dreadful 
rod in the Father's hand to the elect, what muſt it 
be in the hand of an angry God to the ſinner? Why 
it is a fiery law ſtill; and that they ſhail find who 
ſet themſelves againſt him and his anointed. Le: 2 
break their. bonds aſunder, and caſt their cords from us. 
He that fitteth in the heavens ſball laugh, he fhall 
have them in derifion ; then ſhall he ſpeak unto them. 
in his "wrath, and vex them in bis ſore diſpleaſure: 
yet have I ſet my King upon my holy bill. Thus you 

| ſee that God takes all thoſe into his hand who reject 
his anointed, and in all the wrath. of the law ſtill 
ſpeaks to them, and vexes them in his ſore diſplea- 
ſure ; yea, all that make a match with Chriſt, be- 
fore their firſt huſband be dead, God takes into his 
hands; every plant that he hath not planted he 
plucks up ; and every branch in Chriſt that bears 
not fruit—all barren branches, apoſtates, and hypo- 
crites—he takes away from Chriſt, who is the ſin- 

| ner's 
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ner's only refuge and hiding place — and ſuch fall 
under all the ſtorms of his wrath; and in the law, 
not in Chriſt, God appears to them, and in that 

law he is a, conſuming fire; and a terrible thing it 
is to be taken from the living vine and only. refuge, 
and then to fall into the hands of the living God. 

Such wretches ſee not a God in Chriſt, but a con- 

ſuming fire and a lighted Saviour. Hence the aw- 
ful cry, Hide us from the face of him that fitteth on 

the throne, and. from the wrath of the Lamb. They, 
who talk of the believer's being under the moral 
law in the hand of Chriſt, talk nonſenſe ; the moral 

Jaw is in the hand of an angry God to every ſinner. 
Hence the Father's counſel to his children, Turn to 

the ſtrong. hold, ye priſoners of hope; and Chriſt's 
advice is, Abide in me, for thoſe that turn from me 
to their crooked ways, my Father will lead them 
forth with the workers of -iniquity ; and thoſe that 

depart from tbe way of underſtanding ſhall remain in 
the- congregation of the dead ; and, if you go over to 
the law, either for righteouſneſs or perfection, I ſhall 
profit you nothing; therefore abide in me, for he 
that abides in me, and I in him, brings forth much 
fruit, and my Father purges it, that it may bring 
forth more fruit. — Thoſe that are making their boaſt 
of the law, and bringing the [believer under it as 
his rule, little think what they are doing; they have 
no experience of theſe things, nor has Gad revealed 
theſe to them, nor have they the Sparks, to lead 
. . them, 
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this! and reste know not what they ſay nor 
whereof they affirm. And I know ſeveral, who 
have been for years labouring at the law — not law- 


* fully, but againſt the goſpel—who by their counte- 


nances ſhew what hands they are fallen into; they 
feel ſomething of it, but do not underſtand it, and 
therefore call it temptation, the workings of unbe-_ 
lief, and the trial of faith; but the truth is, it is 
the bondage of the law, the wrath of God, and the 
fearfulneſs of hypocrites; for, as many as are of the 
works of the lat are under the curſe. Paul, in his 
explanation of this myſtery in this chapter, doth not 
palm the glory upon Mofes, but upon the law. 
The glory, which appeared upon the face of Moſes, 
Was to give a ſanction to the law; and it was a mi- 
racle of the lawgiver to confirm the law to Iſrael, 
that it was of God, divine, and authentic. Paul 
takes the glory from the face of Moſes, and puts it 
upon the tables of ſtone ; but if the miniſtration of 
death written and engraven upon ſtones was glorious 
(v. 7); for if the miniſtration of condenmation be 
glory (v. 9). The law, whieh in the ſeventh verſe 
is ſaid to be glorious, is in the ninth verſe emphati- 
cally ſaid to be glory: but that | which c made 
glorious bad no glory in this refpef, becauſe it made 
nothing perfect, and becauſe of the glory that ex- 
kelleth, which is the bringing in of a better hope; 
For, if that which is done away was glorious, much 
"more that which remaineth is glorious. Hence it- is 
plain that the glorious miniſtration of death en- 
4-5 graven 
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graven on ſtones - the glory called the miniſtration 
of condemnation is excelled, done away, and abo- 
liſhed, by the goſpel. And, although in the laſt 
clauſe of the ſeventh verſe it is written which glory 


was to be done away, that word glory is not in the 


original text, nor has it any buſineſs there; for Paul 
is not oppoſing the glory of the goſpel to the glory 
on Moſes” face, for theſe glories in the myſtery are 
one in Chriſt ; but to the moral law he oppoſeth 
the goſpel ; and tells us that the one is done away 
and aboliſhed, that the other which excels may re- 
main. And certainly it is ſhaken, waxed old, de- 
cayed, and vaniſhed away ; that the kingdom which 
we haye received may ſtand by itſelf, and whieh 
ſhall never be ſhaken. The law and the prophets 
were until ohn; ſince that time the kingdom of G 
is preached, and many are preſſing into it, 

Not long ſince, at a friend's houſe, I got hold of 
the Biſhops” bible; wherein it is twice declared, in 
the chapter out of which my text is taken, that the 
law is aboliſhed. In the ſame houſe I ſaw a learned 
commentator on the bible, who dropped many 
pretty things on this chapter, but ſkipped entirely 
over the words done away and aboliſhed; to eſcape, 
as I ſuppoſe, the name of an Antinomian. But 
many are my godfathers and godmothers who have 
given me this name; and therefore, as I have no 
good name to loſe, I ſhall, with Paul, uſe great 
boldneſs and plainneſs of ſpeech, and endeavour to 
ſhew mine opinion. EY 
15 2D 2 | Some 
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Some time ago, I borrowed the comments of the 
learned Dr. Gill. I found he was ſtrenuous for the 
law as the ſaint's rule; and in the following extract 

he makes ſome very learned and nice diſtinctions:— 
& What is ceremonial, or purely relative to the 
Jews, whilſt in their civil polity in the land of Ca- 
naan, is done away ; but, as to what is purely mo- 
tal, is, as to the matter of it, ſtill obliging. Diſ- 
tinguiſh between the law as a covenant of works, 
and as a rule of walk and converſation ; as a cove- 
nant of works it is done away, as a rule of walk 
and converſation it ſtill continues. Diſtinguiſh be 
tween perſons and perſons. To them that are re- 
deemed from it, it is done away; to them that are 


under it, it remains. And, laſtly, diſtinguiſh between 


à right and wrong uſe of it, &c. &c. 
God knows I have no. learning but what he has 
taught me; and I muſt confefs that I do not un- 
derſtand all theſe diſtinctions, nor do 1 find them 
ſupported by ſcripture proof: nevertheleſs, I ſhall 
not preſume to contradict ſo great, ſo able, and fo 
learned a man. [I ſhall do as the apoſtle Peter bids 
me; that is, miniſter as of the ability that God giveth, 
that God in all things' may be glorified through Fe Feſus : 
Chriſt. Nor do I believe that the moral law is 
any part of the rod of Chriſt's ſtrength which came 
out of Zion, and by which he rules his ſaints in the 
midſt of Jeruſalem: if it is, David had no call to 
pray fo earneſtly for the coming of it, ſeeing it had 
been already in the world ſome hundreds of years. 
Some 5 
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Some fay that © the law is in the hand of Chriſt,” 


and that © we are under the law to Chriſt;” for the 
ſupport of which this text is generally brought in, 
being not without law to God, but under the law to 
_ Chriſt, 1 Cor. ix. 21, But where the text ſtands 


that tells us the law is in the hand of Chriſt, I know _ 


not ; for I believe the moral law is a rod in the 
hand of God the Father, as will appear in this piece, 


and no part of the ſceptre of the Mediator by which 


he rules his ſaints. Dr. Gill, in his comment upon 
the above text, ſupports the notion of the Jaw as a 
rule“ their being not without law to God, or 
the law of God, the moral law: for, though he Was 
delivered from the curſe and condemnation of the 
law, and as a covenant of works, and the miniſtry 
of it by Moſes, yet not from the matter of it, and 
obedience to it as a rule of walk and converſation.” 
And upon the ſame text the Doctor ſays, © but as 
one that was under the law fo Chriſt, or PIE the 
law of Chrilt ; that 1s, the law of love.” 

It i 18 true the believer is not without 17 to Cad, 
nor can he be, becauſe God promiſes to make a 
new covenant with him, nor according to the old ; 
in which covenant forgiveneſs of fins is promiſed, a 
new heart, and a new ſpirit alſo: and this new co- 
venant is to be written in the heart and put in the 
mind.—Now what is this new covenant that pro- 
miſes all theſe things? The ſcripture ſays it ĩs the 
Covenant. of grace, and of promiſe, . And what is 
j . Promiſed? 
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promiſed? Forgiveneſs of fins. How does par- 
don come ? By faith; he that believes receives the 
forgiveneſs of ſins through the blood of Chriſt. 


And how comes this new heart? By the regene- 


rating operation of the Spirit. And does God mi- 
niſter the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the 
hearing of faith? By the hearing of faith. And 
what laws are theſe that are to be written in their 
hearts, and put in their minds? What Iſaiah ſpeaks 
of when he ſays, To the law and to the teftimony ; 
if they ſpeak not according to this word, there is no 
light in them. What is this law and this teſtimony ? 
Not the moral law; for we are fure that thoſe who 


are under that have the vail ſtill on their heart, and 


never will have any light in them till their heart is 
turned to Chriſt. The above teſtimony is the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, and the above law is the law of faith, 
which the prophet calls the word, which " is the 


| word of life. All which the prophet himſelf ex- 
plains. He tells us that Chriſt ſhall be for a ſanc- 


tuary to them that fear him, but @ fone of ſtumbling 
and a rock of offence to both the houſes of Iſrael; and 


that many among them ſhall Rumble, and fall, and 


be broken, and be ſnared, and be taken. But, though 


this would be the caſe with ſome, yet not with all; 


for, faith the prophet, Bind up the reſtimony, ſeal the 


lam, among my diſciples. Now what is this teſtimony? 

It is truth, which came by Fe eſus Chriſt, which Chriſt 
teſtified, and is his teſtimony; which truth is to 

wle us free. But what i is this bond that binds the 


teſtimony 5 
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eeſtimony? Paul fays it is receiving the. truth in 
the love of it, which love caſts out fear and makes 


us free indeed. And what is the above law ſealed 
among the diſciples ? Paul ſays the law of faith— 
the day you believed you were jealed with the holy Spirit 
F promiſe, Theſe are the laws that God promiſes 
to write in his peoples hearts, and to put in their 
minds. One law God calls the law of truth, which 
he himſelf explains to be the covenant of life and 
peace: and the other law, which is ſealed, is called 


the (aw of faith; by which the juſt ſhall live, and 


which excludes all boaſting. And of ſuch God ſays, 
I ill be their God, and they ſhall be my people. 


Now what does Paul call a man with whom this new 


covenant is made, who has recets ed his pardon, who 
is bleſſed with a new heart and a new ſpitit, and in 
whoſe heart and mind theſe laws are written? He 
calls them. the manifeſt epiſtle of Chriſt, miniſtered 
by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of 
the living Cod; not in tables of ſtone, but in the leſply 
tables of the heart. And which miniſtration of the 
goſpel, written on the fleſhly tables of the heart by 
the Spirit, Paul oppoſes to the moral law through- 
out this whole chapter from whence. my text is 
taken. 


liever's heart, it will be neceſſary to inquire where 


this Spirit and his laws are. Paul ſays they are all 
in Chriſt. God's word and his Spirit are never to 


Sport: from Chriſt. and bis ſeed ; and therefore in 


Now, a as the Spirit Shae theſe laws on x the be- 


D "Sp Chriſt < 
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Chriſt we muſt look for them, for the law of 
the Spirit of life in Chriſt Je gas hath mage us free 
from the law of fin and death. Here is the law or 
faith and of truth, called the Spirit's law; which 
by Iſaiah is called Chriſt's law—The zſes ſhall wait 
for his law ; but by Ezekiel they are calted God's 
laws —T will write my laws in their hearts. All 
which are plain enough. They are God's laws, 
being his good will of purpoſe and promiſe in a co- 
venant of grace in Chriſt Jeſus to us. It is Chriſt's 
law, becauſe grace and truth came by him; and is 
called the law of the Spirit, becauſe he writes them 
on the fleſhly tables of our hearts. Now what did 
this Jaw of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Feſus do for 
Paul? Why he ſays it made him free from the law 
of fin and death. What is the law of fin? The 


law in our members. And what is the ſaw of death? 


The moral law on tables of ſtone. And Paul was 
made free from both; from the guilt, from the 
reigning and deſtroying power of the law of fin, 

and from the commanding and damning power of 
the moral law. And this is being made free indeed; 
not free to ſin, but in the above ſenfe free from it. 
All this is done in us by the Spirit—Now the Lord 
is that Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is there 

is liberty. Stand faſt, therefore, in the liberty where- 
with Chriſt has made you free, and be not again en 


tangled with the yoke of Bondage. Which moral Jaw 


genders to bondage, and worketh wrath. 
Now can we fay that a man, in 12 God has 
written 
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written theſe laws, and in whom he has done all theſe 
things, is an Antinomian? Surely he is not without 
law to Cod, but under this law to Chriſt; or, as Doc- 
tor Gill ſays, „under the law of Chriſt, Which is 
the law of love.“ And ſo it is, for we are to bear 
each other's burdens, and fo fulfil the law of Cbriſt; 
for it was love conſtrained Chriſt to bear the burden 
of us all. Greater love hath no man than this, that 
he lay down bis life for his friends. Under this law of 
love; call it grace, faith, truth, and liberty, or what- 
ever you pleaſe - theſe are all ia Chriſt ; and the be- 
liever in Chriſt is under theſe, and under no other; 
nor did. God ever by his Spirit write any other laws 
than theſe on the minds and hearts of his ſaints, who 
ſtand faſt and complete in Chriſt, ſince the world 
began; and I am ſure he never will; for ſervice in 
the oldneſs of the letter, and legal works, are both 
rejected. The obedience of faith, and ſervice in the 
newneſs of the Spirit, is what God will have: and be 
| " that in theſe things ſervgs Chriſt is accepted of God, 

and approved of men; and as many as walt accord- 
ing to this rule, mercy on them, and men ww the 
| Tfratl of God. 8 Te ; 
The new covenant revealed. to us is e in 
ſcripture called /aws, in the plural I will write my 
laws, &c; and ſometimes in the ſingular number 
lau The ifles ſhall wait for his law. Let this be 
obſerved, that the law of truth (Mal. ii. 6), which 
is called the: covenant of life and peace (verſe 5), in- 
cludes the whole. of the everlaſting goſpel, wich all 
Ep | " =. 
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the grace of God held forth and promiſed 'therein ; 
which grace and truth came by Jeſus Chriſt ; and, 
becauſe: the Spirit applies faith to the ſinner's heart 
by hearing of it, it is called tbe law of faich; and, 
becauſe love is promiſed and applied by it, it is 
called the law of love; and, as love by the Spirit 
caſts out fear and torment, and enlightens the eyes 
and enlarges the heart, it is called a looking into the 
perfect law of liberty; and, becauſe the Spirit comes 
to us and quickens us by this miniſtration, and no 
other, it is called be law of the Spirit of life. This 
accounts for the plural and ſingular number of the 
word lato being alternately uſed in ſcripture. _ 

Hence I conclude that, as the believer, who is 
in Chriſt, 1s not under. the moral law, it is plain 
that the moral law is a rod in the hand of God, and a 
{| fſchoolmaſter, by which the Father teaches and cor- 

[tres the ſinner, that he may know his dreadful ſtate, 
| and then leads him from the law to Chriſt, where 
4 ſal vation may be had; which is called paſſing from 
= death to life. So that we may ſafely conclude the 
moral law is no part of the rod of hafte ſtrength, 

by which he rules his ſaints. 

Vea, and even Doctor Gill himſelf, mat 
ſtanding all his diſtinctions, (fo cloſe doth Paul 
preſs him) when commenting upon my text, is ob- ; 
| | Higed'to ſpeak as follows; © Now this wail upon 
'  "Moſes's face had a myſtery in it; it was an emblem 
of the goſpel being vail'd under the law, and of the 

darkneſs and obſcurity of the law in the buſineſs of 
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„ | 
life and ſalvation; and alſo of the future blindneſs 
of the Jews, when the glory of the goſpel ſhould 
break forth in the times of Chriſt and his apoſtles; 
and which was ſuch, that the children of Vrael, the 
Jews, as in the times of Moſes, ſo in the times of 
Chriſt and his apoſtles, could not ſtedfaſtly look to; 
nor upon the face of Moſes, whoſe face was vail'd: 
not that they might not look, but becauſe they 
could not bear to look upon him ; but they could 
not look to the end of that which is aboliſhed—that 
is, to Chriſt, who is the end of the law, which is 
abrogated by bim: to him they could not look, nor 
could they ſee him to be the fulfilling end of the 
law for righteouſneſs ; which, being fulfilled, is done 
away by him.” And, in his comment on the 17th 
_ verſe, ſpeaking of liberty, he ſays © A liberty from 
the bondage and ſervitude of it—a liberty from the 
Jaw's rigorous exactions, curſe, and 'condenmation.”” 
Which Peter calls an unbearable yoke; 'and which 
yoke differs much from that of a dear Redeemer, 
whoſe yoke is eaſy and whoſe burden is tight. In 
theſe quotations the Doctor has faid as much as J 
ever did, only we differ in words. I ſay, wwe are, 
not under the law, nor under the commanding power of 
it. And the Doctor ſays, we are delivered from the 
ſervice of it ; and from its rigorous exactions, curſe and 
condemnation. Thus far the Doctor ſpeaks plainly. 
But how the moral law can be abrogated, done away, 
and aboliſhed, in one ſenſe, and the ſaints be under it 
as their rule of life in another, I know not; Chriſt 
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never came to alter the law, nor divide it. And 
how the whole moſaical diſpenſation can be re- 


moved, as the Doctor in another place confeſſes, and 
yet remain to the believer; and how it can be abro- 


gated by Chriſt, and we under it in the hand of 


Chriſt—are myſterious things to me, and want 


ſcripture proof; for it is no part of the Saviour's 


rod by which he rules his ſaints, as I have already 
proved. However, I believe the difference between 
the Doctor and myſelf, on this point, conſiſts more 
in learning and in words than in heart and Judg- 
ment. I proceed again. 8 
Paul, writing to the Coloſſians, maya. And yon, 
1 dead in your fins and the uncircumciſion f your 
fleſh, hath he quickeneg together with bim, having for- 
given you all treſpaſſes, blotting out the hand writing of 


ordinances that was againſt us, Which was contrary 10 


1, and took it out of the way, nailing it to bis- croſs. 
Now to whom was the apoſtle writing? To the 


Coloſſians, who are here called the uncircumciſion; 


for the goſpel of the uncircumeiſion was committed 
to Paul. Then what was be hand writing, or deli 


- "book, that ſtood: againſt theſe uncircumeiſed ones? 
If you fay it was the ceremonial law; I reply, that 


was never given to them: but, if you add, that the 
Judaizing teachers were bringing them under their 


ceremonies and ſacrifices; I anſwer, that the Jews 
held it unlawful to offer ſacrifices any where but in 
their own land: in their Babyloniſh captivity, and 
in their 3 diſperſion, they were, and ſtill are, 


Tot houi 


( 61 ) 
without an ephod, without a ſacrifice, and without a - 
teraphim. If it be urged that the Gentiles uſed 

facrifices as well as the Jews, and therefore were: 
under the ceremonial law; it may be anſwered, God 
never gave that law to them, and, as he did not, 
they cannot be ſaid to be under it—nay, they are 
ſaid to ſacrifice lo devils, and not to God. It remains, 
therefore, that this book debt, or hand writing, 18 
the works of the moral law written upon their hearts, 
their thoughts and their conſcience accuſing or excuſing 
ome another. And whoever has felt a wounded fpirit, 
or a guilty conſcience, knows by ſad experience 
what a reſtleſs creditor, wretched hand writing, and 
dreadful debt book, that is; and that it may well be 
faid to be againſt us, and contrary lo us: but, bleſſed 
be God, Chriſt took it out of the way, and nailed it 
to his crols. This ſame law upon' tables of ſtone 
was the debt book, or hand writing, againſt the 
Jews, and not the ceremonial law; Fer I ſpake not 
unto your fathers, nor commanded them in the day that 
i brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning 
burnt offerings or ſacrifices ; but this thing commanded 
I them, ſaying, Obey my voice, and I will be your God. 
Jer. vii. 22, 23. The debt that God exacted of 
them was perfect obedience to the moral law, which 
is here called his voice; and which law Paul calls 2 
voice of words, The debt book of the Jews, there- 
fore, is the moral law on tables of ſtone; and that 
of the Gentiles is the ſame, which ſhews the work 
of the law written in their hearts; and by this /aw 
both 


0 ) 
both Jews and Gentiles, yea the whole world, are 
become guilty before God: and this hand writing is 
: againſt us, becauſe it works death and wrath in us, 
and curſes us; becauſe it is always finding fault with 
us, but affords no help to us; and therefore the 
Surety diſcharged the debt, and blotted our the hand 
writing, took it out of the way, and nailed it to his 
eroſs. And I am ſure that no pardoned ſinner, or 
real believer, will ever wiſh to pull one nail out of 
it; but rejoice, as I do, to ſee it where it is. If it 
be objected that the ceremonial law was the Jews? 
debt book ; I anſwer, the ceremonial law was a re- 
fuge for the tranſgreſſor of the moral law to fly to, 
where the ſinner's tranſgreſſions of the moral law 
were confeſſed over the head of the victim, and the 
brute died in the ſinner's ſtead; which was their 
goſpel, and pointed out the Surety, and how the 
debt book was to be eancelled by him. Further- 
more, Paul couples himſelf with theſe Gentile 
debtors, and as one who had been under the ſame 
hand writing; þlo:ting out, ſays he, the hand writing 
= | againſt us, and which was contrary to us. It remains, 
therefore, that this hand writing againſt both Jews 
and Gentiles was the moral law, for the other " 
5 ee never had. Again 
Fur be is our peace, who hath made bath one, mou 
bath broken down the middle wall of partition between 
ts; having aboliſhed in his fleſh THE ENMITY, even 
the law of commandments contained in ordinances, for 
to — in 6 one new mow, . 


peace; 
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peace; and that he might reconcile both unto God in 
one body by the croſs, having ſlain the enmity thereby. 
| Epheſ. ii. 14, 15, 16. To the Jews were given 

the glory, the covenants, the ſervice of God, and 
the promiſes; which diſtinguiſhed them from all 
other people. Jou only, ſaith God, have I known of 
all the families of the earth. This Paul calls the | 
middle wall of partition between us, which was broken 
down by Chriſt when he ordered his goſpel to be 
preached to every creature. He aboliſhed in his fleſb 
the enmity, even the law of commandments. Should 
any object that the law here aboliſbed is the ceremo- 
nial law; then I aſk, What comfort could that 
afford to the Epheſians, who were never under it? 
and I would further aſk ſuch an objector (if he 
knows by experience any thing of the terrors of the 
Lord), What enmity the ceremonial law worked 
in him when he was firſt awakened ; or whether it 
was that law which condemned him; or whether 
he fell to work upon all the Jewiſh ceremonies as 
ſoon as his conſcience troubled him, in order to 
work out a righteouſneſs? I trow not; I take it 
for granted that he found matters as I did—that 
it was the moral law which brought him in guilty 
before God; yea, every precept of it; and to that 
he went to work, in order to appeaſe an angry God 
and pacify his own conſcience; he went to keeping 
the ſabbath, to making conceſſion to his offended 
neighbour, to giving alms, to faſting, to trying to 
love God and to * the whole law—in order to 
counterbalance, 


cgsunterbalance, or rub off, the long ſcore which 
| by the law was brought in againſt him— and all in 
vain. The commandment comes, and ſin revives; 
the law works wrath, and ſin takes occaſion by it; 
it threatens with death and damnation, and all 
manner of concupiſcence is ſtirred up. This is 
called the enmity. The precepts of this law Chriſt 
perfectly obeyed in his life, and” our tranſgreſſions 
of it he bore in his own body on the tree. The 

wrath and curſe of it he endured alſo, being made a 
© curſe for us; and by his death he aboliſhed it, and 
thereby flew the enmity... His obedience is our 
righteouſneſs, which juſtifies us from the galling 
yoke of the precept; his death is our ranſom, which 
juſtifies us from all the future demands of vindictive 
Juſtice. Hence we are ſaid to be made righteous 
by the obedience of one, and to be juſtified by his 
Who hath ſaved us, and called us with an boly 
calling, not according to our works, but according to 
his purpoſe and grace, which was given us in Chriſt 
Feſus before the world began; but is now, made mani- 
feſt by the appearing of our Lord and Saviour Fe ofits 
Chriſt, who hath aboliſhed death, and hath brought 
| life and immurtality to light through the. zoe. 

2 Tim. i. 7, 10. 

Chriſt hath aboliſhed me death Fom the i in- 
ſenſible ſinner's ſoul by quickening him; he hath 
aboliſped the Aing of death from the conſcience by 
his own blood ; he hath abol⸗ Hed eternal death by 


dying 


6 
dying the juſt for the unjuſt ; he hath abolifbed lie 
miniſtration of death on tables of ſtone by ſlaying the 
enmity, taking it out of the way, and nailing it to 


his croſs; and hath deſtroyed him that had the power ' 


of death, that is the devil, by caſting him out of every 
believer's heart, and ſpoiling his works. But now 
let us ſee to whom this law is aboliſhed. 

It is not aboliſhed from the hand of juſtice with 
reſpect to the reprobate.—My fword ſhall be bathed 
in heaven, and come down on Idumea, and c on the peo- 
ple of my curſe to judgment. 

A2adly, It will not be aboliſhed, in the ſentence of 

it, from the mouth of the Judge of quick and dead. 
he will bring in every foul that is under it a tranſß- 
greſſor by the precepts of it, and will paſs the awful 
ſentence of it Go, ye curſed. 

3dly, It is not aboliſhed to any one that works 
for life and righteouſneſs under it him that 
worketh the reward is reckoned of debt ; the de " book 
ſtands open againſt him. 

4thly, It is not aboliſhed to the elect themſelves, 


while they are in the ruins of the fall—ſuch differ 


nothing from ſervants, though lords of all, but are 
under this ſchoolmaſter and governor (Gal. iv. 1,2), 
and are by nature children of wrath, even as others, 
being under the law, which reveals and works wrath. 
In ſhort, every foul is under it that is out of Chriſt. 
I come now to deſcribe the perſons with reſſ pect to 
whom this law is aboliſhed ; and in doing this 1 
E ſhall 


„ 
mall contend for no liberty but the glorious 1 of 
the children of God. 

And he is a pardoned, juſtified flier, who is 
joined to the Lord, and one ſpirit with him; who 
ſtands by faith, and ſtands faſt and complete, ws: - - 
Chriſt Jeſus his covenant head. Paul ſays it is we 
that have ſuch hope, we who have received the 
Spirit of the Lord, and are made free by him, for 
where the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty not to 
7 fin ; but liberty from the bondage of the law, the 
wrath of God, the guilt of ſin, and the dread of 
damnation. - To us, ſays Paul, it is aboliſhed, who: 
have our hearts turned to the Lord, and whoſe vail. 
is taken away We, who, beholding. as in à glaſs the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the ſame image, 
from glory to glory—We, who know whom doe have 
believed. We, who have fed from the wrath to come, 
and for refuge to lay bold of the hope ſet before us We, 
who have found. the law of the Spirit of life in Cbriſt 
Jeſus making us free from the law: of fin and death 
We, 'who do not make void the law through faith,. 
but efabliſþ is, by afferting that the righteouſneſs of 
the law is fulfilled in thoſe who have received the Holy 
Ghoſt, the love of God, and the. gift of righteouſneſs ; 
who Talk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit—We,. 
who hold the law of truth, faith, love, and- liberty, to 
God, and who are under the law of faith and the co- 
venant of grace to Chriſt.—It is we who ſee the law 
1858 away, the enmity . the hand writing nailed; 


* * F 
to the croſs, and aboliſhed; ſtanding faſt in Chriſy ® 
who-is the believer's frong bold, fortreſs, and high 


tower, his hiding place, his refuge from the ſtorm of 
; wrath, and the ſhadow "of à great rock to the ſoul 
weary of the yoke of precept and his own ſins. 

This is the cle? of the rock, the ſecret place of the 


Moſt High, and the munitions of rocks, where we ſo 
loſe the vail as to /ee the king in his beauty, and the 
land a very far off Hence it is plain that the real 
| believer is in Chriſt, as the Lord ſays, Believe that I 
am in you, aud you in me : and thoſe that are in him 
enjoy him, and ſtand faſt in him, ſee the law abo- 
liſhed and done away, and feel nothing of the 
_ commanding, binding, terrifying, nor condertining, 
power of the law; for in Chriſt Jeſus the law of the 
Spirit makes them free, and they are free indeed. 
The obedience which the law called for, and the 
latisfaction that juſtice exacted of us, are now both 
in the heart of Chriſt; and thus in the heart of 
Chriſt is the law magnified—«Thy lam is within my 
beart. And in the heart of eternal love the believer 
feels his happy deliverance and glorious liberty, — 
But, if he ſtands not faſt in his liberty, if he is not 
aware of the leaven of the Phariſees and of the Sad- 
ducees, if he ſuffers legal preachers to bring him 
into bondage, or if ke fins againſt Chriſt, he will find 
that the law will again-entangle ſuch a fooliſh Gala- 
tian, and he may pray, as David did, Reſtore me to 
Joy, and uphold me with thy free ſpirit. This legal 
bondage, communicated by legal Deere, I know] 
353 225 by 
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by ſad experience; but I take care now never to 
go nigh them, for fear of infection. None but thoſe 
who are ſavingly in Chriſt can either ſee, feel, or 
enjoy, this myſtery. All others, if they attempt to 
handle it, only darken counſel, and do miſchief by 
it; for, as they have no inward teſtimony, expe- 
rience, or enjoyment, of it, no unction can attend 
what they ſay. They have not the Spirit's teach- 
ing to direct them, nor a mouth and wiſdom given 
them, and therefore they cannot appeal to the expe- 
rience of the juſt, nor properly guard what they ſay 
againſt the contempt of fools, and the craft of mali- 
cious critics. I had rather hear ſuch thunder the 
law than meddle with the deep things of God. Vea, 
God tells them not to take his covenant in their 
mouth, becauſe they are yet in their fins, and truth 
has no place but in their heads, and they have no- 
thing to depend upon but a treacherous memory; 
which God often baffles, which Satan often plunders, 
and which oftentimes refuſes to give back one half 
of what is committed to it. 
Furthermore, he who is not in the liberty of the 
goſpel Newer knew, nor can he know, experimen- 
tally, theſe things of the law, nor the bondage and 
terrors of it. Chriſt's commiſſion is 20 preach deli- 
werance to captives, to open the priſon doors to them 
| that are bound, and to ſet at liberty them that are 
bruifed. He, who never felt himſelf a captive, who 
was never ſenſibly Bound nor bruiſed, knows nothing 
| 15 this abolition of the ale nor. does he feel the 
need 
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need of it; he knows neither the wrath of the law, 
nor the love of the goſpel: none ſhall enjoy the 
latter who never felt the former. Now in all this I 
have ſaid no more than the ſcriptures do, which 
teſtify that to the believer the law is done away, 
that Chriſt is the fulfilling end of it for righteouſ- 
neſs to all that believe, and by him it is n 
to every believer. 
If it be objected that this leads to licentiouſneſs, 
I ſhall anſwer, in the wholeſome words of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, Make the tree good, and the fruit will 
be good ; for a good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 
nor can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. He 
that abides in me, and I in him, bringeth forth much 
fruit; and my heavenly Father purgeth ſuch, that they 
may bring forth more fruit: but he that abideth not 
in me is caſt forth as 4 branch, and is withered ; for 
without me you can do nothing. Therefore let the 
believer walk in the Spirit, and he ſhall not fulfil 
the luſt of the fleſh ; for fin ſhall not have domi- 
nion over him who is under grace, becauſe he 
is not under the law. If this be Antinomianiſm, I *» 
have no n to the name, Dub hope to die i in 
this neſt, 4 
But ſome may reply, « Do you make void the 
law through faith?“ No; Paul fays that preach- 
ing faith eſtabliſhes the law, and that nothing elſe 
will or can do it.—It eſtabliſhes the righteouſneſs of 
the nas which 1 is fulfilled in every believer, though | 
4055 „ 8 | not 
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not by him. —It eſtabliſhes the law in the hand * 
the Father to his own elect, as a rod of correction 
and a ſchoolmaſter; and, in the hand of juſtice, to 
all the wicked; and as a killing commandment to 

„ all the reprobate and bond children. Thoſe who 

BH preach the law in any other way are but vain jan- 
glers, and eſtabliſh nothing; for they know not wh 
they ſay, nor whereof they affirm; and the ignorance 
of fools is fin, and therefore cannot be called the 
eſtabliſhment of the law. And bringing the believer 

| from Chriſt to the law, as his rule of life, where 

| | Chriſt profits him nothing, is called deſtroying the 

1 path of the juſt, fruſtrating the grace of God, cauſ- 

ing the righteous to err, ſybverting their ſouls,” and 

[ | preaching arrant lies, for God has given man no 

| | ſuch commiſſion or commandment; wherefore ſuch 
| preaching can never be called eſtabliſhing the law. 
Paul tells us that the law is dead, the enmity 
ſlain, and the debt book nailed to the croſs, by the 
death of Chriſt, hat being dead wherein we were 
beld, that we ſhould ferve in the newneſs of the Spirit, 
and not in the oldneſs of the letter, Some may reply, 
ce If this be the caſe, that the law is dead, how 
came it to kill Paul, as it is written, hen the com- 
mandment came fin revived and I died? It is a hard 
matter to anſwer logicians, who are ſo wiſe and 
nervous; and yet this doctrine might be learned by 
>ſeeing a murderer take his trial. The law brings 
him in guilty of death, and yer becomes dead ta 
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him; for it gives no life, nor will it let him enjoy 


even that natural life which he hath ; and yet it kills 
him, for it will never let him go till it brings him 
to the gallows. So God's law is dead to the ſinner; 
for it gives him no life, and yet kills him by work- 
ing death in him by itſelf, which is good; and it 
| will bind him over both to judgment and puniſh- 
ment too, for the fling of death is fin, and the frength 
of fin is the law; but thanks be to God which giveth 
ws the victory. 

Some, who are more 1 and lid, tell us 
that they ſhall take the ſpirit of the law to heaven 
with them that is (I ſuppoſe) when they go there 
who are of the works. ef the law, and under the curſe 
of it ; when thoſe who are. of the law are heirs, and 
faith is made void, and the promiſe of God made of 
none effect. All theſe things muſt be done before 
ſuch ſouls, with the ſpirit of the law, can get to 
heaven. Beſides, the bond woman and her chil- 
dren are deſolate, without a father and without a 
huſband, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. She is not my 
wife, nor am I her huſband. And ſurely none but 
the queen, the bride, the Lamb's wife, ſhall en- 
ter into the King's palace. Not only the bond wo- 
man and her family are excluded, who cleave to the 
law, but hypocrites in profeſſion, who cleave to 
Chriſt, and lay claim to him before they are deli- 
vered from the law; even theſe fooliſh virgins are 


ſhut out of the marriage chamber. 6 xa 
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* de is to be feared that theſe men do not under- 
ſtand what the ſcriptures mean by the Spirit of the 
law. By it they never mean the Holy Ghoſt, 
This I know by ſad experience, for the Holy Spirit 
is not promiſed in the law, nor does he come from 
the law, nor by the law. — God miniſters not the Spi- 
rit by the works of the law, but by the hearing of 
faith. If the Spirit comes this way, then they are 
miniſters of the Spirit which Paul calls miniſters of 
the letter ; and thoſe that are of the works of the 
law, and under the curſe of it, muſt be the happieſt 
men; whilſt thoſe who are redeemed and delivered 
from it muſt be of all men the moſt miſerable. As 
the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the 
lawleſs and diſobedient, whatever the law works or 
| miniſters, it muſt be to them that are under the law. 
| Paul fays, God miniſters not the Spirit by it; 
| 


for the miniſtry of the Spirit is oppoſed to the mi- 
niſtry of the letter on tables of ſtone. The law. 
= gives no life, nor righteouſneſs —Had. there been a 
law given that could have given life, verily righteouſ- 
meſs ſhould have come by the law. But the Spirit that 
giveth life is oppoſed to the miniſtration of death, 
and the miniſtration of righteouſneſs oppoſed to the 
miniſtration of condemnation, throughout this whole 
chapter. Jeruſalem, which rejected Chriſt and his 
goſpel, is ſaid to be in bondage with her children. 
But this bondage cannot be the Holy Ghoſt, for 
woybere the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty, not 
hk * Wee | 
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bondage; and the mother of the ſaints, as well as 
themſelves, are ſaid to be free. — Me are not children 
of the bond woman, but of the free. It remains then 
that the ſpirit of the law is bondage; it genders to 
bondage; it is the chain of a bond ſlave, called the 
ſpirit of bondage to fear, ſervile fear; it is tem- 
poral and ſpiritual death, and therefore called the 

- miniſtration of death and condemnation, All which 
is neither more nor leſs than the wrath of God re- 
vealed in it againſt all unrighteouſneſs of men.—The 
Jaw worketh wrath. This is the ſpirit of the law. 
John calls it fear and torment; but there is nothing 
of this in the ſpirit of love there is no fear in love, 
for perfect love caſteth out fear. Cain, Eſau, Judas, 
with every deſperate ſinner that has been given up 
to a fearful looking for. of judgment, have been 
filled with this ſpirit of bondage, till the ſons of 
the bond woman have lain at the top of every ſtreet, 
like a wild bull in a net, full of the fury of the Lord 
and the rebuke of our God. But this ſpirit in them 
is never called an earneſt of heaven, but an evident 
token of perdition. When the killing commandment 
came home to David, attended with an awful ſenſe 
of the wrath of God, he calls the ſentence of the 
law the ſnares of death, and the wrath of God the 
pains of hell; and, when bondage, fear, the ſor- 
rows of death, the curſe of the law, and the wrath 
of God, got hold of the Saviour, he was fo ſorely 
amazed as to ſweat blood, and never calls this ſpirit 
of bondage to fear the Joy that \ was ſet before him, 


but 
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©. but hell itſelf —Thor wilt not leave my foul in hell, 


&c. Paul knew what the miniſtration of death and 
wrath was; and bleſſed Chriſt, who had delivered 
him from ſo great a death, and faved him from 
the wrath to come. Paul, and his companions, 
had felt the ſpirit of the law, and their deliverance 
from it. God hath not given us the ppirit of fear; 
but of potoer, of love, and of a ſound mind. And 
Paul ſtood faſt in this liberty wherewith Chriſt had 
made him free, and was not entangled with the yoke 
of bondage a ſecond time, having felt it ſeverely 
before; for we have not received the ſpirit of bondage 
again to fear; but the Spirit of adoption, whereby we 
try, Abba, Father. This is the Comforter that is to 
abide with the ſaints for ever; who ſhall quicken 
our mortal bodies in the great day, faſhion them 
| like the glorious body of Chriſt, and fill them with 
all his fulneſs for ever. The law is a fery law; 
and, whenever the ſpirit of bondage to fear, and 
the wrath of God revealed therein, comes to be 
poured forth upon carnal profeſſors, they will feel 
the effects of it as ſuch. The /inners in Zion are 
afraid; fearfulneſs hath Jurpriſed the bypocrites ; wha 
among us ſhall dwell with everlaſting burnings ? They 
ſhall find that the wrath of God revealed in the law 
is @ fire kindled in bis anger, and ſhall burn to the 
loweſt bell. So that, inſtead of the ſpirit of bond- 
age going with theſe profeſſors to heaven, it ſhall 
only ſerve to bind them hand and foot when they 
are caſt into utter darkneſs. The firength of fin it 
| PR 
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the law ; and they that now mock. ſhall God their 
bands ſtrong ; for fear, death, torment, wrath, and 
damnation, is the ſpirit of the law, and all that the 
law works in men, or miniſters to men; and, as it 
is not made for the righteous, but for the lawleſs and 
diſobedient, it will go with the wicked, and work all 
its contents in their ſouls in hell to all eternity; 
and this they know who are in that dreadful place. 
They know what bondage is, by being hound; what 
the miniſtry of death is, by being in the ſecond death; 
what the miniſtry of condemnation is, by. being 
damned; and what the law that worketh wrath is, 
by being in the dreadful furnace of it. Thus the 
lawleſs and diſobedient, with their violated law and | 
broken covenant; with all its dreadful contents, 
ſhall go to hell together. For there is not one 
thing which the law works in men, or which it mi- 
niſters to men neither bondage, death, wrath, con- 
demnation, nor damnation (and it works nothing 
elſe)—1 ſay, not one of all theſe things ſhall ever 
be found among the ſaints in heaven. But grace 
and truth, which make us free, and the church, 1 
which is the pillar and ground of the truth, ſhall, en- | 
ter heayen, with their law of truth in their hearts.— .Y 
Open ye the» gates, that the righteous nation which _ 
keepeth the truth may enter in. And thus grace ſhall 
pe diſplayed in glory, truth ſettled in heaven, mercy 
mall be built up for ever, and keen be eſta- 
bliſhed for evermore. 


. 
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And, although ſome tell us that · they never ex- 
pect to be delivered from a law which commands 
them to love God with all their heart, yet I know 
that, if they are not redeemed from the law, and 
in every ſenſe delivered from it, and not under it, 
but under grace, they never ſhall love God in this 
world, nor in the next. If a man love God, it muſt 
be becauſe God firſt loved him: for the carnal mind 
is enmity againſt God, and never can by nature be 
ſubject to the law, which commands love; nor does 
God love a ſinner in the law, for the love of God is 
in Chriſt Jeſus. He that is not delivered from the 
law is in bondage to fear, and hath torment; and 
nothing but the love of God in Chriſt can ever deli- 
ver him from it, or caſt it out; and he that hath 
not this charity is an inſtrument | without life, under 
the miniſtry of death, by which he cannot live ; and, 
as the law worketh wrath, by the law he. cannot 
love. 3 

Ignorant, bold, preſumptuous men \ may wankog, | 
trifle, and: ſport, with theſe deep, momentous, and 
important things of God, in order to raiſe a ſhout 
from fools, to harden graceleſs profeſſors, and to 
embolden . daring hypocrites to lampoon the ſer- 
vants of God, and to ridicule and vilify the goſpel 

of a dear Redeemer ; which I think is ſinning againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, or doing deſpite to the Spirit. 
But, as the Lord liveth, it will be found to be bit- 
terneſs in the end; and this ſome feel already; 
| though, 
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though, 'being blinded by the old vail, they know 
not whence their bondage comes, whereas in truth 
it comes from that law for which they fo ſtrenuouſly 
contend, and from an angry God, for ſighting 
his dear Son ; for he will ſpeak in his wrath to all, 
and vex them in his ſore diſpleaſure, who ſet them- 
ſelves againſt his Anointed; nor ſhall any enjoy his 
bleſſing who put not their truſt in his King on 
Zion's hill. God's rejection of the Jews is to this 
day an awful proof of this trutbz. 

They muſt be born again that enter God's 
kingdom; and a real ſpiritual birth terminates in 
the enjoyment of love, which caſts out fear and 
torment; for he that loveth is born of Cod, and | 
knoweth Cod; but be that loveth not knoweth not Cod; 
for God is love, If bond ſervants, under a ſpirit of - 
bondage, go in all their fetters to heaven, the Fa- 
ther's promiſe of the Spirit is of little value; the 
Saviour's death, to procure the Spirit, no bleſſing; 
and redemption and ſalvation from the bondage of 1 
the law muſt be one of the preateſt evils. | | | 

I have puſhed this point a little home, becauſe it 
ſeems to go into the very bowels of Arininianiſm, 
and of graceleſs profeſſors, who diſcover ſuch en- 
mity to the grace of God. However, this I know 
by bleſſed experience, that the perfect obedience 
| which the law required is now in the heart of our 
Surety—the ſatisfaction that juſtice required is now 
in a dear Redeemer—the promiſes of God are yea 
and amen in Chriſt—all the fulneſs of the Spirit is 

7 in 


⁵X*„ 8 
in 3 all the fulneſs of grace, and all the treaſures 
of wiſdom and knowledge in him the law of the 


| Spirit of life makes us free, and in him the believet 


is complete. Therefore, O believer, abide in him; 


and let neither Satan, miniſters of Satan, juſtice, nor 


Moſes, ever catch thee out of the cleft of the Rock, 


: left, like one of, old, thou get- entangled again, and 


pray to be reſtored to the joys of Chriſt's ſalyation, 


and again to be upheld by his free Spirit; for he 
works of faith and labours of love are a ſervice that is 


perfect freedom. This thouſands confeſs with their 


mouth, and this thouſands have felt in their heart. 


But, without giving any more attention to the 


croaking of frogs, or ſpending my arguments on dog 
that bark at the moon, 


One would be ready tp wear where this almoſt 


univerſally received notion, of the law being the be- 


liever's rule of life, could come from, ſeeing the be- 
hever (and no other) is ſaid to be redeemed from the 
law, delivered from it, and not under it, hut under 
grace—why it ſhould be called his rule, when the 
{cripture ſays that he latu is not made for a righteous 
man, but for the lawleſs and diſobedient, If the law is 


made for the lawleſs, (all of whom are out of Chriſt, 


under the law, and under the curſe of it) one would 
have thought that they were the only men to whom 
the law is a rule of life, ſeeing Chriſt always ſent the 
legaliſt to it with a I hat is oritten in the law—how 


readeſt thou ? But * told the believer to abide 
in him. 


En. 3 | | i [think 
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I think the firſt that enforced and practiſed chip 
doctrine was Cain. Cain and Abel were brethren. 
They both came at one time to bring their offerings 


to God. One was a keeper of ſheep, and the other | 


a tiller of the ground ; and their offerings were ac- 
_ cording to their occupations. © One brought the firſt 
fruits of the ground, and the other the firſtling of his 


flock. And we may warrantably conclude that the. 


one was a lamb—a type of him that was a Lamb 
fain from the foundation of the world. The other 
brought a ſheaf of the harveſt, which the ſcriptures 
allow to be a type of Jeſus, the firſt fruits of them 
that ſlept, Now theſe two worſhippers prefigured 


the publican and the phariſee in the goſpel. They 


had but two foundations to build on, or but two 
ſootings to go upon: the one was the law broken by 


Adam; the other the promiſed woman's ſeed, held 
forth in the firſt volume of the book, who was to 
bruiſe the ſerpent's head. Abel, who had been in- 


formed by his parents how a divine perſon had ſtrip 
ped them of their fig-leaved dreſs, and clothed them 


with the ſkins of the ſacrifices, and made this pro- ; 


miſe to them, believed the report of his parents, 
(like Jacob, the figure of him) and therefore took 
his lamb, in the faith of the ſame pardon and co- 
vering; and thus he plowed in hope, and, looking to 
the throne of grace and the cherubims placed in Eden's- 
gate, he, in faith: of the promiſed feed, offered his 
lamb, looking to hic that was promiſed to bruiſe the 


W s head: and, as the ſerpent was to bruiſe 


Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's heel by death, he judged that Satan would be 
deſtroyed; and, by the obedience of the promiſed 
ſeed, he expected all cleanſing and covering, as well 
as his father. The Spirit, which wrought faith in 
Abel, taught him where to look; for his work is, 
and ever was, to teſtify of Chriſt. In this faith he 


approached, and offered his lamb or kid. This was | 


Abel's rule of life and worſhip; and 2% Abel and to 
his offering God had reſpecł. | | 
Cain, he comes with the ſheaf of ks firſt PSS 

truſting in the law, which his parents had broken; 

and expecting a right, on the footing of works, to 
the tree of life, from which his parents had been- 
baniſhed. This was a daring approach without look- 
ing to the cherubims, or to the flaming ſword of 
juſtice, which God himſelf had placed there to keep 
the tree of life, and teach them the way of mercy 
by the tree, and the need of the ſurety by the ſword. 

But Cain went on, as Korah did after him, in the wil- 

derneſs. The cherubims and mercy ſeat there were no 

more than a repetition of what was done in Eden. 

However, Korah went on as Cain did; and God 

couples them together (Jude xi.) Cain paid no 

regard to the mercy-ſeat, or to the cherubims; but, 
like a horſe in the battle, he broke through all bounds, 
and ventured upon the bottom of a broken law, 

| Which his parents had violated, and expected a right 

to the tree of life on the footing of works, without 

any view to, or faith in, the promiſed ſeed, And 

what was the conſequence ? Why 4 Cain and to his 
8 | > was. 
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offering Cod bad not "roſe; while the fire fell 
from heaven, and conſumed AbePs burnt-offeringy 1 
as it did at the deciſive offering and humble prayer 
of Elijah, when Baal's prophets cried in vain for ſuch 
an anſwer by fire. This Cain ſaw, he was wroth, 
and his countenance fell. This dead work, on the 
footing of a broken law, God rejects as a deviation 
from che rule given to Adam and Eve, and practiſed 
by Abel; which he vindicates upon the rules of the 
everlaſting goſpel, ſaying, Why art thou wwroth, and 
why is thy countenance fallen? If thou'doeſt well, ſhalt 
thou not be accepted? and, if thou dbeſt not well, fin 
heth at the door. This was the firſt hint of that im- 
portant truth without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe” 
God. And thus from the womb of the morning 
God revealed the beauties of holineſs. About this 
point Cain and Abel diſputed. The one made faith 
in the promiſe his rule of life, the other made the 
broken law his rule; and, the believer being too 
much in argument for the bond child, he (Cain) de- 
fended his rule with the fiſt of wickedneſs, and killed 
the believer (his brother, and the third part of the 
whole world) at one blow. And the new teſtament 
tells us that it was by Faith Abel offered to God a more 
excellent ſacrifice than Cain, God teſtifying of his gifts ; 
and, as for Cain, he is ſaid to be of that wicked one 
the devil, who ſlew his brother, becauſe his own 
works were evil and his-brother's righteous. 
Thoſe, who were next to Cain in vindication of 
this doctrine, ſeem to be thoſe: mongrel profeſſors 
67 bs CO who 
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who were called the ſons of God, but fell in love with 
the daughters of Cain. Theſe held in their head the 
diſcriminating doctrines of their fathers, but paid no 


regard to the rule of faith, being deſtitute of God's 


power; and extended their charity to thoſe that were 
curſed of God. And this mixture of law and goſ- 
pel, and the mixed marriages of profeſſors and re- 
probates, was productive of that wickedneſs which 
was great before the Lord. Againſt ſuch wicked 
ones Enoch propheſied; who were determined to 
kill him, and ſought after him for the ſtaughter; but 
they could not find him he was not to be found, for 
God took him, and had tranſlated him; for before hit 
 Franſlation he had this teſtimony, that he pleaſed God ; 
but without faith it is impeſſible to pleaſe bim. e 
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-[ Againſt theſe Noah, the eighth perſon, a preacher 
of righteouſneſs, was ſent; who preached. imputed 
righteouſneſs, and a faith that overcomes the world, 
for upwards of an hundred years. But they rejected 
his doctrines, and reſiſted the Spirit which ſpoke by 
wh man, and ſoon after drowned them all. 

The Ifraclites in the wilderneſs could fee no rule 
to go by but the law; and, when God aſked, How 
long will it be ere this people believe in me? it appeared 
a ſtrange thing to them; for, as they had no faith 
themſelves, they hated thoſe who had, and envied 

Moſes in the camp, and Aaron the ſaint of the Lord. 
The land of promiſe was expected as a reward of 


: their partial obedience : but, when they came to un- 
1 | 5 2 
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| derſtant! that it was through faith they muſt ſubdue 
kingdoms, they in heart turned back to Egypt; and 
thus unbelief ſhut them out of the promiſed reſt. 
God, having ſaved the people out of the land of Egypt, 
afterwards: deftroyed them that believed not. N 
In Exekiel's days, che falſe prophets burdened the 
juſt with the law as their only rule, and encouraged 
the wicked with the promiſe of life. They made the 
hearts of the righteous ſad, whom God had not made 
fad; and Prengthened the hands of the wirken, oy _ 
miſing him life. 
In the apoſtle's days, the rabies and rulers ops. 
poſed the goſpel, till they got out of favour with 
the people, and almoſt out of office and out of bread. 
And what muſt they do then? Why they muſt turn 
| hypocrites. — great company of the prieſts were obedi- 
ent to the faith. Thou ſegſt, brother Saul, (faith 
James) how many there are that believe, and they are all 
zealous of the law of Moſes. They made a tool of 
the Son of God to exalt his ſervant Moſes. Theſe | 
Paul calls falſe brethren, unawares brought in to ſpy out 
our liberty that we bade in Chriſt, that they might bring 
us into bondage. And, having found out that the 
apoſtles preached up deliverance from the galling 
yoke of precept, they ſet off into the miniſtry, in- 
tending to ſap the very foundation of the goſpel ; and, 
to cover their villany, they preached Chriſt, not out if 
good will, but out of ſtrife and envy, to add afflifion" to 
Paul's bonds, The text, and the e tidings, which theſe 
2928 opoſtles carried to the ſaints, was, except he be cir- 
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cum iſed, and keep the law of Moſes, ye camo * 
They did not handle the law lawfully, nor ſpeak the 
language of it, ſaying, This do, and thou ſpalt live: 
but they tacked. the word ſalvation to it, except ye 
| keep the law of Moſes, ye cannot be ſaved ; which the 
lau ſays nothing about; for, if a man can keep the 
law, he needs no ſalvation; and, if he does, the law 
cannot give it, for here. is ſalvation in no other name 
but in Chriſt. | 
. 1ſt, This preaching up circumciſion | was in n order 
to glory in their fleſh ; that is, that * might boaſt 
of having made proſelytes. | 
2dly, Circumciſion was preached that the offence | 
of the croſs. might ceaſe, and the world and the 
church be reconciled together. 
Zaly, It was to bring the, Gentile belieren in 
debtors to do the whole law. And 
Athly, To ſet aſide the whole ſuretyſhip engage- 
ments of Chriſt, and all the benefits of it: for, if I 
become a debtor to do the whole law, then the Sa- 
viorẽ's debt of perfect obedience to the precept, and 
_ _ » the penal ſum of ſuffering, which he paid to divine 
* juſtice, profits me nothing; and I am faddled with 
all my infinite debts. The everlaſting righteouſneſs 
that Chriſt brought in is ſet aſide, and the whole 
ſatisfaction that he made to juſtice by his ſacrifice is 
>  _ dfetafidealſo. Add to this, I give up the free pro- 
1 miſe of life for the law, turn my back upon grace, 
and go to work; and then God reckons the reward 
d ne of debt, not of grace. And under this debt 
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book theſe falſe apoſtles laboured to bring: the Gen- 
tile believers; for the Gentiles had no other hand 
writing againſt them but this, which is the moral law. 
With theſe men Paul and Barnabas had no fmall dif- 
ſenſion and diſputation; but all in vain; therefore 
they mult go up to Jeruſalem to the apoſtles and elders 
about this queſtion. And, when they were convened, 
there roſe up certain of the jef# of the Phariſees which : 
believed, ſaying that it was needful to circumciſe. them, 3 
and to command them to keep the lat f Moſes. Here | 
we ſee the devil had ſome agents to ſpread the 
leaven at Antioch, and ſome at the council cham- 
ber at Jeruſalem to ſupport the cauſe there. | 
But Peter tells them that God had purified their 
| hearts by faith: and now why tempt ye God to put «K 
yoke upon the neck of the diſciples, which mound our 
fathers nor we are able to bear ? th 
The ſentence of James is, that wwe trouble not them | 
which from among the Gentiles are turned 10 God. 4 
(Acts xv. 2— 19.) + Hef arg of 
And now we come to the commiſſion and 4 2 
racter of theſe men. Foraſinuch as we - have heard 
that certain which went out from us have troubled you © 
with words, ſubverting your fouls, ſaying, ye muſt be 
circumciſed, and keep the law : to whom we e 2 
uch commandment. (Acts xv. 24.) De, 
Their character is—that they troubled ihe 
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churches, ſubverted their ſouls, preached hes, 550 5 
went out without either commiſſion or command- | 
ment from them, PH 


1 
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In che next place, we have the Jucraent of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and of all the apoſtles and elders, upon 
ra point. For it ſeemeth good to the Holy Ghoſt, and 
0 tes, to lay upon you no greater burden than theſe 
neceſſary things—that ye abſtain from meats offered to 
idols, and from blood, and from things ftrangled, and 
KA from formication ; from which if ye keep yourſelves ye 
all do well. Fare ye well. (Acts xv. 28, 29.) How 
47.0 beautiful upon the mountains were the feet of thoſe 
that carried theſe good tidings! This is a confir- 
mation of the Saviour's wdrds, My yoke is eaſy, and 

a burden light, We now COme to ſee. how-theſe 


ridings were received. | 
A So, when they were diſmiſſed, they came to e 
*. and, when they bad gathered the multitude together, 


* They dlivered the epiſtle ; which when they bad read, 
b they rejoiced for the conſolation. (Acts xv. 30, 31.) 
Theſe falſe apoſtles, under the influence of Satan, 

| had brought them into bondage, and faft cloſed up 
* all the wombs in the king's palace at Antioch: 
but God reftored unto them the joys of his ſalva- 
tion, and upheld them again with his free Spirit; 
for the Holy Ghoſt, who loves liberty and proclaims 
it, who was @ fpirit of judgment to them that ſat in 
judgment at Jeruſalem, went with Paul and Barna» 
bas to Antioch, and applied the tidings to the hearts 
pf all the believers there, and comforted their ſouls 
® _ with love, joy, and peace, in believing; - and hey 
| Fejoiced for the conſolation: and thus the apoſtles took 
weed, and were aware of the leaven of the Phariſees, 
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Abb is hypocriſy: For to theſe, ſays Paul, we gave 


not place by ſubbjection, no not for an hour, that: the” 
truth of the goſpel might continue with you. Mo ume 


them, for they have gone in the way of Cain. 

I once read an old book, when I firſt came into 
the miniſtry, which ſaid © the believer is under the 
law as a rule of life; from which I embraced that 
notion, without ever conſulting the ſcripture, or aſk - 
ing wiſdom from. God, about it; and this I have 

inſerted in one of my firſt publications; which I in- 
tend to expunge whenever that book ſhall be re- 
printed; for it is no part of the goſpel which I re- 
ceived, nor did it ever come to me from God, but 
from man. 51 

Then ſay PI ec If n we are not and ts 8 

3 cute of life, we may live as we liſt.” I anſwer, 

I wiſh I could; for I would then be filled with the 
Spirit of God, and be free from all fin; and, if Paul 
could have lived as he liſted, he would have been 
delivered from. his body of death; and Jabez would 
have been kept from fin, that it might not grieve bim. 


However, God has promiſed. to put his fear in our 


hearts, that we ſhall not depart from him; and that 
he will work in us to will and to do; direct our 
ſteps; uphold us by his right hand; keep us by his 
mighty power; purge us, that we may bring forth 


fruit; and that ſin ſhall not have dominion. over | 


thoſe that are under grace, only over thoſe that are 
under the law, who are of the works of it, and un- 
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% der the curſe of it, who are in undelief and cannot 
- Pleaſe God; who, being in wr and under 155 can 
1 do nothing but ſin. 
I have written theſe chivigs's to thee, Wenever t to 
furniſh, to arm and equip thee, that thou mayeſt have 
ſomewhat to anſwer them who glory 1 in appearance, but 
not in heart ; for the innocent ſhalt m_ __ N 
_F the bypocrite. © | 
This publication will, I expect, procure me many 
anonymous epiſtles, and not a few twopenny and 
I threepenny pamphlets,” by thoſe who ſhoot in ſecret, 
b and uſe ſharpneſs; all which will only ſerve to con- 
1 vince me that my doctrines are the myſteries of the 
: | croſs, becauſe the offence is not ceaſed. As to 
„ _ . their ſharpneſs, it is neither for edification nor de- 
| ſtruction; not for edification, becauſe there is no 
| favour of . ; nor . rp vs becauſe there 
* no power, rt MORIA 2 
| Bae Gd _ Look ous Abraum your Ae 
* and to Sarah that bare you, for God called him” alone 
ad bleſſed bim. All the laws and rules that Abra- 
ham had were written on the tables of his heart 
tables of ftone he had none. The firſt ſtep that he 
took from his own country was in that faith which 
overcomes the world ; which faith, working by 
love, took away all deſire of returning back again. 
This is the ſame faith as ours. He was circumciſed 
at the command of God, which was a ſeal in his 
- fleſh of the righteouſneſs he had in his heart, which 
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Was * be wrought out by a ſeed from his loins: 
And, when our Hearts are circumciſed to love God, 
it is a ſeal of the Spirit to us that imputed righ- 
teouſneſs is ours. He was to walk before God, and 
be upright ; and God was his ſhield atid exceeding 
great reward. This was walking in the fear of God, 
in the faith of his protection, and in the expecta- 
tion of an eternal enjoyment of him as his reward 
and portion. This rule he was to command to his 
houfehold after kim ; and God ſays they ſhall keep 
the way of the Lord. Such was faithful Abraham, 
the friend of God ; who, although he had not the 
two tables of ſtone with him, yet obtained a good 
report through faith. Abrabam obeyed my voice, and 
kept my charge, my rommandments, my latuies, and 
my laws, Gen. xxvi. 5. In theſe laſt 475 believer, 
God hath ſpoken to us by his Son; therefore he whom 
God hath ſent ſpeaketh the words of God. Tit 
is my beloved Son, in whom I ain <vell pleaſed; hear 
ye him. T have ſet my King upon my boly Bill; bleſſed ed 
are all they that pat ibeir truſt in him. Obey his 
voice, and ſtand faſt in him, and thou ſhalt ſee and 
feel, to thy ſoul's comfort; that the moral law is 
_ aboliſhed and done away in Chriſt Jeſus to thee. 
But, if thou get from Chriſt, backſliding in heart, 
or ſinning againſt him, thou muſt not wonder if 
God again and again ſpeak to thee in the ſecret 
place of thunder, becauſe thou doſt not abide in 
him who. is a hiding-place from that ſtorm. For 
my part; was I going to the tribunal of God this 

E 2. : = | 1 70 | night, 
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night, and was to be aſked of this matter now deli# 
vered, and ſure of periſhing if I. ſpoke falſely, I 
would declare that, to the beſt of my knowledge. 
and judgment, and agreeable to the teſtimony of 
my own conſcience, I believe what I have now 
preached is (as far as I have gone) the pure, una; 


dulterated, truth of the eyerlaſting goſpel. Let us, 
therefore, hold faſt the word of Chriſt's patience, 


and we ſhall be kept from the hour of temptation.— 
And let us not be afrajd of the name Auring- 
Max, which in our days is given by graceleſs pro- 
feſſors to thoſe who are partakers of the Holy Ghoſt ; 


fora bad 1 name will never hurt a good man, 


A real Antinomian, in the fight of God, is one 
Who holds the truth in unri ighteoufueſs 3 3. who has goſ] . 
notions in his head, but no grace in his heart. He 
is one that makes a profeſſi on of Chriſt Jeſus, but 
was never purged by his blood, renewed by his Spi- | 
rit, nor ſaved by his power. — With him carnal eaſe. 
paſſes for goſpel pace; a natural aſſent of the mind 
for faith; i, ſenſibility for liberty: ; and daring. Pręſump- 
tion for the grace of ur. alice. He i is aliye without 
the law, the ſentence of the woral law having neyer 


been ſent home to bim. The law of faith was ner S 
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* — by -* ap nor 3 law os Biere . ben 
him. —He was never. arraigned, at, nor taken-irom, 


the throne of judgment. He was never juſtified- at 


tae throne of grace, nor acquitted ; at the bar of equity. 1 
The tremendous attribute of righteouſneſs was never 
1 | + ſeen 
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den or felt by him. The righteouſneſs of the law wag 
never fulfilled in him; the righteouſneſs of the l 
was never fulfilled y him; the righteouſneſs of faith 
was neyer imputed 10 him; nor the fruits of righ- 
teouſneſs brought forth by him. He is an enemy ta 
the power of God, to the experience of the juſt, 
and to every miniſter of the Spirit; and is in union 
with none but hypocrites, whoſe uniting ties are rhe 
gall of bitterneſs and the bonds of iniquity. He is one 
that often changes his opinions, but was never chang 
ed in heart. He turns to many ſe&s and parties, 
but never turns to God. In word he is falſe to Sa- 
tan, in heart he is falſe to God; falſe to Satan by 
uttering truth, and falſe to God by a falſe profeſ- 
ſion. He is a falſe reprover in the world, and in 
the houſehold of faith a falſe brother. He is a child 
of Satan in the congregation of diſſemblers, and a 
baſtard in the congregation of the righteous. By 
mouth he contends for a covenant that cannot ſave 
him, and in heart he hates the covenant that can. 
His head is at mount Calvary, his heart and ſoul at 
mount Sinai. He is a phariſee at Horeb, and a 
hypocrite in Zion. He is a tranſgreſſor of the law 
of works, and a rebel to the law of faith; a ſinner 
by the miniſtry of the letter, and an unbeliever by 
the miniſtry of the Spirit. As a wicked ſervant, he 
is curſed by the eternal law ; and, as an infidel, he 
1s damned by the everlaſting goſpel. And this is a 
REAL ANTINOMIAN in the ſight of God. 


* 


THE END. 


